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Please join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30am for 

Adult Sunday School with Mike Beamish leading. 

Topics for this month:  

November 6th: “Feasting – When to Work and 

When to Rest; the Importance of Time Affluence” 

November 13th: “Reinventing Thanksgiving – 

Being Together and Celebrating the Memories” 

November 20th: “Better Together – The Holy Spirit 

Offers Strength in Time of Stress” 

November 27th (First Sunday of Advent): “Give me 

Jesus – Advent: An Invitation for a Wake-Up Call” 
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Happy Birthday! 
 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Beverly Ross – 11/1 

Joyce Reives – 11/9 
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Beulah Bowers – 11/16 

Caroline Maslowski – 11/16 

Paul Schaffner – 11/25 
 

"The First 

Thanksgiving at 

Plymouth" By Jennie 

A. Brownscombe 

 

I am so glad Thanksgiving comes around once a 

year.  Of course, the earliest traditions of setting aside time 

for us as a country to give thanks go all the way back to 

our Pilgrim foreparents. From 1777 to 1784, the 

Continental Congress issued a Thanksgiving proclamation 

every year.  It was during the Civil War in 1863, that 

President Abraham Lincoln declared that Thanksgiving 

would be a national holiday. 

It is so commendable that even during that terrible 

and painful war, we could pause to reflect on more than 

loss and grief, but also on gratitude. And here we are again 

with plenty of reason to worry about the future, to grieve 

our losses, and to complain about the state of affairs 

around us.  In the middle of it all, we are called to turn 

November 24th into a day of gratitude!   

A tradition in our house, and maybe in yours also, 

was to go around the Thanksgiving table and ask each 

person to identify one thing for which he/she was most 

thankful!  As a child, there were times I thought those 

exercises were too “old fashioned” and trivial.  Today, I 

believe that discipline is more essential than ever.  I’ll go 

first:  “I am very grateful that every one of you is in my life.”    

Pastor Don Crist 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!  (II 

Corinthians 9:15) 
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COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY 

                                   Meeting held October 17, 2022 
 

Pastor Don was grateful for Ginny & Mike Beamish, Ty 
Williams, and Mark Condy for filling the pulpit while he was on 
vacation and sick with Covid.  

 
 Christian Education Committee proposed hiring a part-
time Family Minister Director to develop programs for our 
Sunday School age children and families and to bring more 
children into our church.  
 
 Membership and Outreach Committee will soon be 
collecting sweat suits for the Head Start Program. They will also 
have a barrel in the Narthex in December for Food for the 
Needy.  
 
 The Ministry and Worship Committee will be responsible 
for picking replacements when the pastor is absent. They will be 
holding the Mike Wilson Thanksgiving dinner on November 13th. 
They will be hosting a light dinner, crafts, and tree lighting on 
the first Sunday of Advent on November 27th at 5:00pm.  
 
 Memorial and Endowment reported that there will not be 
any distributions of endowment money to the church this year 
due to the behavior of the stock market.  
 
 The Visioning Team has put together a proposed vision 
statement that can be used to guide St. John’s for the coming 
year. They also announced that Joyce Swank is the new Event 
Planning Coordinator.  
 
-Submitted by Paul Shaffner 
     Council President 

Tree Lighting 

Sunday, November 27th is First Sunday of Advent and our 

Tree lighting ceremony from 5:00pm-7:00pm. We’ll have 

soup, sandwiches and some crafts for the little ones. More 

details to follow. 

Partners in Hope 

Partners in Hope is asking for donations to support their 

annual Christmas Shop for families and seniors in need. 

Items such as new, unwrapped toys, toiletry items, gift cards 

for Walmart, Amazon, Kohl’s, Kroger, etc as gifts for teens, 

bedding, pots & pans, etc. for seniors are being accepted 

along with monetary donations. If you are interested in 

donating or more information, please see Melissa. They are 

also in need of cookie donations (please see below) 



 

  Event Planning Coordinator 

 

The Vision Team has been working following the 

congregational discussion event and survey to put into 

action the goals expressed by the church.  They 

consolidated the most common interests into a beginning 

emphasis, to embrace the focus on children and activities 

involving the whole congregation and including the wider 

community.    They saw a need for a process that would 

encourage events that would meet the goals and ensure 

their success.  They wanted to support newer members who 

might have ideas for activities, but who didn’t know how to 

get started, who to contact, and what existing committees to 

work with. 

They came up with the idea of an Event Planning 

Coordinator.  They asked me to consider being this person. 

When requested, I will be doing my best to bridge new 

ideas, existing committee structures, other activities, and 

resources needed and available.  Some of the ways I could 

help are clarifying goals, handling scheduling concerns, 

deciding on best location, publicizing, and connecting with 

committees or individuals who could help, getting or paying 

for supplies, and anticipating problems. As time goes on, I 

will be exploring some of these areas in future Journal 

articles.   

Let me know if you have an idea for an event and 

would like me to work with you.  I will try to assist you to 

make it happen and be a success, not as an ongoing 

working member of your team, but as a resource. 

Joyce Swank 

 

  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

& COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

Christmas Poinsettias 

The Ministry and Worship Committee invites you to be part of 

this year’s Advent/Christmas Poinsettia Display.  Please 

consider a donation of $10 (or more) in the special Poinsettia 

Envelopes you will find in the bulletin.  You may also designate 

your gift on the fourth line of your regular giving envelope.  

Please indicate in whose memory or in whose honor you are 

making your gift.   

Women’s Fellowship 

On Wednesday, November 9th, Women’s Fellowship will be 

meeting at 11:15am to go to the Do Good Restaurant. There is 

a sign up in the narthex.  

 



 

 

  Stewardship, Finance & Mission for October 2022 

TOTAL GIVING – Monthly Review 

Pam, niece of Joyce Heffelfinger: Please keep Pam in your prayers as she’s 

very ill and hospitalized. Dot Thompson: Please pray for Earl Reives' sister 

who continues with health struggles.  She's waiting on a prosthetic arm which 

should improve her quality of life.  In the meantime, a cancerous spot on her 

intestine was detected and she is working with doctors on a treatment plan. 

Wayne Cunningham: Please pray for Stephanie Strope's father who continues 

to battle bone and liver cancer.  He is currently in treatment now with two more 

rounds of chemo to go. Brent Adkins: Brent is participating in both cardiac and 

pulmonary rehab.  Meds are still being tweaked a bit.  He's continuing to gain 

strength and stamina.  All in all, his progress has been amazing.  Please 

continue to pray for his progress. Em Finney: Ginny's sister, Em, has been on 

our prayer list for a very long time and needs our prayers now more than ever 

as her illness progresses, and her health deteriorates. Michael Ham: Despite 

his life-long health issues, Michael has accomplished a great deal in his life and 

is very active in the Troy community.  As his health issues mount, Michael 

could certainly use all the prayers that we at St. John's can offer. Joe 

Valentine:  Please pray for Barb Bartel’s son, Joe, as he continues to struggle 

with family issues. Erika, Logan and Brieanna Wilson: Please pray for 

Sharon’s grandchildren that they may know the love, peace and grace of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Remember our homebound in your thoughts and prayers. Cards are 

welcome:  

Barb Bartel:    4675 Orbison Rd., Troy, OH.  45373 

Beulah Bowers:  1220 N. Dorset, Troy, OH 45373  

Carletta Gritzmaker: 2896 West Main Street, Troy, OH 45373 

Joan Meredith:  Lakeview Wing #213, 1567 Garbry Road,    Piqua, OH 

45356      *Please note change of room number* 

Janet Walpole:  c/o The Lindley Inn, 9000 Hocking Hills Dr, Room#144, 

The Plains, OH 45780            

 

 

 



 

  



 

       Sunday                 Monday                 Tuesday               Wednesday             Thursday              Friday                       Saturday 

 

    1 2 
 
10:00a History  
6:00p Choir 

3 
 
10:00am Twisted 
Stitchers 
Rummage Sale 
4:00p-8:00p 

4 
 
Rummage Sale 
9:00a-2:00p 

5 
 
Rummage Sale 
9:00a-12:00p 

6 
 
9:30a Adult Sun 
School 
10:30a Worship 

7 8 9 
10:00a History 
11:30a Women’s 
Fellowship  
4:30p Ministry & 
Worship 
6:00p Vision 
6:00p Choir 

10 
 
10:00am Twisted 
Stitchers 

11 12 

13 
 
9:30a Adult Sun 
School 
10:30a 
Worship/Thanksgiving 
carry in after 

14 
 
6:00p Trustee 

15 16 
 
10:00a History  
6:00p Choir 

17 
 
10:00am Twisted 
Stitchers 

18 19 

20 
 
9:30a Adult Sun 
School 
10:30a 
Worship/Memorial 
Sunday 

21 
 
6:00p Council 

22 23 
 
10:00a History  
6:00p Choir 

24 
 
 
 
 
     Office Closed 

25 
 
 
    Office Closed 

26 

27 
 
9:30a Adult Sun 
School 
10:30a Worship 

5:00p Tree Lighting 

28 
 
 
 
*Dec Journal articles 
due 

29 30 
 
10:00a History  
6:00p Choir 

   

November 2022 


