
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us each Sunday at 9:30 am as 
Mike Beamish leads us in a lively, Spirit-led discussion. 

All are welcome at the table. 
 
 

May 1 
Hallelujah is Forever! – God’s Favor is for a Lifetime 

 

May 8 (Mother’s Day) 
On Eagles’ Wings – Celebrate the Day and Live On 

 

May 15 
Gather Up the Duct Tape – Creating New Possibilities 

 

May 22 
Second Fiddle – Singing a Different Tune 

 

May 29 
Memorial Day, A Day to Honor Life – Remember the 
Past, Honor the Present, Look to the Future 

 
Starting in June, Sunday School  

will take a break over the summer 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the first Sunday in May, I plan on preaching on that post-

resurrection appearance of Jesus in which he gently confronted 

Peter because of his denial of Jesus during his trial and death.  

“Do you love me?” he asked three times. Each time Peter 

assured Jesus that he did, and Jesus responded, “Feed my 

lambs,” then “Take care of my sheep,:” then “Feed my sheep.” 

Whatever lesson you hear in that exchange, surely you cannot 

miss the fact that Jesus was telling Peter (and us, too) that we 

bear responsibility to do what we can to nurture the flock of 

God’s people.  These are not times to be careless or neglectful.  

All around us people (little ones and grown-ups) need 

encouragement, expressions of love, and acts of kindness. 

We are a part of a team of under-shepherds, watching for 

opportunities to be the hands and feet of Jesus. I know that you 

already do those things, and it is so encouraging to see. The 

Apostle Paul was aware of the exhaustion that so easily sets in for 

those who minister to one another.   His word to us was:   “Let us 

not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 

reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  Keep up the good work! 

Pastor Don 

This ‘n’ That 
 
Rummage Sale: Thursday, May 5th – Saturday, May 7th  
It’s time again for our Annual Rummage Sale to raise funds for the 
church.  Please start bringing your items you would like to donate to the 
sale through May 4th to be sorted and priced accordingly.  Sale will be 
held in the Fellowship Hall, located at 130 S. Walnut St, but please use 
the Canal Street doors only as there will be signage directing everyone 
where to go.  Also, please be kind and respectful as St. John’s will be 
accommodating a memorial service on Friday May 6, from 2:30 to 4:30 
p.m.  We look forward to seeing you at the Rummage Sale  As the saying 
goes, “One man’s trash is another man’s treasure!” 
Rummage Sorting in Fellowship Hall: Mon, May 2 thru Wed, May 4. 
 

Anam Cara Contemplative Circle 
In May, the Centering Prayer Service will be held at St. John’s on 
Saturday, May 7th, from 10:00-11:00 am. The Anam Cara (Soul Friend) 
Contemplative Circle Service will be held at Troy Church of the Brethren 
on Sunday, May 15th, from 6:30-8:00 pm. These services will then break 
over the summer. 
 

Bring Your Sentimental Bible on May 8 
On Mother’s Day, May 8th, the women’s choir will be singing “My 
Mother’s Bible.”  We were wondering if you might have your mother’s 
Bible or some other special Bible that you would be willing to share with 
your St. John’s family.  Although it would be fun to hear the stories of all 
the Bibles, time constraints preclude that from happening during the 
worship service. Plan B is to have a display table available for the special 
Bibles.  If you could bring an informative index card with your Bible, you 
could share your name, whose Bible it is and why it is special. Thank you 
in advance for sharing. 
 

Donations for Ukraine 
Interested in donating to help the people under attack in the Ukraine, but 
don’t know a reliable way to do that? Please see the bulletin board for 
more details. 
 

Summer Hours 

The month of May will continue with Sunday School at 9:30am and 

Worship at 10:30am. On June 5th, we’ll move to summer hours with 

Worship at 9:30am. Sunday School and the Anam Cara Contemplative 

Circle events will break over the summer. 



WORSHIP NEWS 
 

Stewardship, Finance & Mission for April 2022 

Date Attendance Total Contributions 

Apr 03 31 $2,885.00 

Apr 10 32 $3,064.65 

Apr 17 44 $1,695.00 

Apr 24 31 $6,782.30 

TOTAL: 138 $14,426.95 

 

Total Giving - Monthly Review 

Month Total Contributions 

January $9,299.65 

February $9,860.65 

March $9,111.39 

April $14,426.95 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from Our Council President 
 

After 2 months I have begun to settle into my role as your Church 

Council President. I/we are blessed to have such a faithful, 

hardworking, and diverse group of people on Council as well as the 

other committees and groups joining together to make St. John’s 

UCC a faithful, beloved, and welcoming place. 

In fact, everyone within our St. John’s church family makes St. 

John’s a wonderful place to be in our walk with Jesus. I look 

forward in great anticipation to remarkable things happening at St. 

John’s to make it a vibrant and faith-filled community. A 

community that will meet the spiritual and emotional needs of not 

only our church family, but also the wider community. 

I was recently thinking about St. John’s in general and the parable 

of the mustard seed popped into my head. The mustard seed is the 

smallest seed, yet it grows into an exceptionally large bush. Jesus 

told the parable using the mustard seed to symbolize God’s 

Kingdom. 

Jesus’ teaching regularly highlighted small acts of great value. 

From the widow’s mite to the woman washing His feet (Mark 14:6-

9), small gifts in the Gospel pages are highlighted as having 

significant and eternal value.  

No one would purposely sow a mustard seed because the mustard 

plant is an invasive weed. The mustard plant symbolizes something 

small that grows exponentially. God’s kingdom started out small, a 

rabbi and 12 men. But God’s kingdom grew to spread throughout 

the world! 

Through our small acts we can grow and spread like the mustard 

seed does. Welcoming whoever comes among our midst no matter 

where they are in their life’s journey, they will be welcomed at St. 

John’s UCC. They will be a part of our growth in faithfulness to 

become a part of God’s Kingdom and walk together with our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Shalom, 

Matt 

 

Positions to Fill 
 

Office Manager 

St. John’s is once again searching for an Office Manager. 

Joyce Reives will be filling in until a permanent replacement 

can be found. If you know of anyone looking for a part-time 

position (approximately 20 hours per week) who is skilled at 

basic office work, please refer them to Matt Pierce or Joyce 

Reives. 

 

Church Council Treasurer 

If you are interested or know someone who might be 

interested in the Treasurer position, please contact Matt Pierce 

(937-308-0017 or miamiskins@roadrunner.com)  

mailto:miamiskins@roadrunner.com


The Gathering Place Update 
 
What’s been going on at The Gathering Place? 
 

• Saturday morning fun at the PlayCafe for little ones and their  

 families 

• Pastor Don’s small group 

• Christian counseling for teens 

• Reflection time with Tibetan singing bowls 

• One-on-one support meetings 

• Christian Education Team meeting  

• Informal playdates with toddlers and preschoolers 

• Online learning and meetings with small groups around the U.S. 

 

Feel free to schedule an activity at The Gathering Place, whether 

it’s a meeting, an activity or a small get together. Suggestions 

we’ve heard include book clubs, prayer or study groups, craft 

classes, card or game clubs. If you’re interested in any of these 

activities and are willing to get it organized, just let Ashley or 

Mary Ann know and we’ll get it on the calendar. 

 

ALSO: Are you a garden and nature lover? Want to share your 

knowledge and passion with some of our young people? We need a 

few volunteers to help at a planting party in May, and someone to 

plan and coordinate a few nature activities in the space behind The 

Gathering Place. Bird 

feeders? Pollinator 

garden? Rain barrel? 

You got this!!! And 

thank you very much. 

 

The Gathering Place 

Team: 

Mary Ann, Ashley, 

Sarah, Bethel and Keith 

Church Staff 
Pastor Don Crist 

(607) 972-6745 

decrist@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organist 

Ginny Beamish 

 

 

FISH Donations in May 
 

The Membership & Outreach team will be collecting 
monetary donations for FISH each Sunday in May. 
You will find envelopes in the narthex for your 
convenience or you may designate your donation on 
your St. John’s envelope. The children of St. John’s 
will pull a wagon down the aisles to help collect your 
offerings. 

Thank you in advance for your support of this worthy 
cause. 

 

Interim Office Manager 

Joyce Reives 

 

Outside Custodian 

Rob Brower 

 

Inside Custodian 

Erika Wilson 

 

Senior Choir Director 

Becky Pierce 

 

Organist 

Ginny Beamish 

Head Usher 

Mike Beamish 

 

Technician 

Christopher Reed 

 

Communion Elements 

Joyce Heffelfinger 

 

Sunday Money Counters 

Mike Beamish 

John Gibbons 

mailto:decrist@earthlink.net


 

 

St. John’s May Birthdays! 
Carletta Gritzmaker – 5/1 

Erica Wilson – 5/4 

Kate Arnett & Nancy Nadolny – 5/7 

John Gibbons – 5/17 

Earl Reives – 5/21 

Bruce Rademachir – 5/26 
 

 

 

 

 

Trustees Report 
Computer Security Upgraded 

A top-of-the-line commercial-grade firewall has been 
installed on our computer network along with backup 
systems for both computers in the office.  These devices will 
significantly reduce the risk of information on our computers 
being compromised or lost to hackers or physical damage to 
the computers.  
 

Property Repairs and Upgrades 

Trustees are seeking bids for painting and repairs to a 
number of areas of our property, including exterior walls at 
the rear of the church, inside walls in the corner classroom 
and choir room, inside walls of the belfry, Canal St. and main 
entrance doors, and The Gathering Place fire escape 
structure.  We have also solicited a bid on repairing and 
painting the sanctuary for planning purposes.  

 

VISION/ACTION TEAM 

May 2022 

 
The Church handed out surveys a few weeks ago which 

focused on various outreach and community events for adults, 

children and the church. The primary goal(s) of this exercise was to 

have the people of St. John’s highlight areas of interest to the 

vision/action team and then have that team act accordingly, as fast 

as possible. 

Recently the Vision/Action Team tallied the results from 

these forms and two areas were easily recognized that the 

congregation wants movement on: 1. Children's Outreach and 2. 

Congregation and Community Activities. Children's Outreach 

consists of all events encompassing children, not necessarily 

ministry, but events, socials and activities (trick or treat, play cafe, 

etc.) Congregation and Community Activities will in return focus on 

greater church activities, socials and events (Taste of St. Johns, 

Potlucks, Pie Raffles, etc.). One person will head each of these 

areas respectively and be responsible for facilitating these tasks… 

not doing the work themselves, but rather helping form ideas, 

working with committees and teams as needed, ensuring events are 

scheduled, on track and that roadblocks are nonexistent or 

removed. In other words, these will be the grand facilitators for our 

children's events and greater St. John’s events. 

This process is in its early stages, but, by working alongside 

Church Council, our committees and teams, and the congregation 

as a whole, we expect the next year to be filled with many exciting, 

fun and rewarding activities. If you have questions or comments, 

please talk to one of the Vision/Action Team members. 
 

Chris Reed, Glenn Lytle, Lori Rademachir, Mary Ann Crist, Matt 

Pierce 

 



PRAISE & PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please include the following people in your thoughts and prayers: 

Bethel and Brent Adkins: Please pray for Brent who is in Christ 
Hospital in Cincinnati experiencing heart issues. Also pray for Bethel 
as she is in Cincinnati caring for Brent. 

Barbara Bartel: Please pray for Barb for surgery recovery. Her 
surgery was 3/23/22. Also, pray for her son as he is struggling with 
family issues. 

Pam, niece of Joyce Heffelfinger: Please keep Pam in your prayers 
as she’s very ill and hospitalized. 

Nancy Nadolny: Please keep Nancy in your hearts and prayers as 
she grieves the loss of her son, Richard. 

Remember our homebound in your thoughts and prayers. Cards 
are always welcome: 

Barb Bartel: 4675 Orbison Rd., Troy, OH. 45373 

Barb Neer: Coventry Meadows Rm. 118, 7833 W. Jefferson 
Blvd., Ft. Wayne, IN 46804 

Nancy Nadolny: 111 Stream Run Court, Greenville, SC. 29617 

Joan Meredith: Garbry Ridge Room #103, 1567 Garbry Road, 
Piqua, OH 45356 

Janet Walpole: 774 Trade Square West, Troy, OH 45373 

Beulah Bowers: 1220 N. Dorset, Troy, OH 45373 

To add a new prayer request or update one, please call Nancy 
Smith at 937-440-9129 or Betty Schaffner at 937-335-6713 

 
Services in memory of Richard Calvert and Rosalie (Kroger) Calvert 

Memorial Service will be held on Friday, May 6, 2022, from 2:30 to 
4:30 pm, here at St. John’s.  Richard and his wife Rosalie, were 
married in our church and are related to several members of our 
church family.  Services will be officiated by his son, Rev. Paul  
Calvert, who invites all from St. John’s who knew Richard and 
Rosalie, to please join him for a celebration of their lives. 

Services in Memory of Louanne Stockstill 
Louanne’s funeral service will be held at Cromes Funeral Home in 
Sidney on Saturday, May 14th. The viewing is from 9:30-11:00 am, 
with the service beginning at 11:00 am. Rev. Keith Wagner will be 
officiating. St. John’s Church is invited. 

Church Council Highlights 

From the April Meeting 
 

• Laura Adams is no longer our Secretary/Office Manager. She was 

released from her duties as of Monday, April 18.  We wish her the 

best of luck in her future endeavors. 

• Joyce Reives is serving as interim Secretary/Office Manager until 

we can secure a permanent person. Her office hours are M, W, & 

F, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Thank you, Joyce, for filling in! 

• If you know of anyone who might be interested in the position, 

please contact Joyce in the office or Matt Pierce (937-308-0017). 

• Vice-President – Paul Schaffner has stepped up and is Council’s 

Vice-President. Thanks to Paul! 

• New Council Members – John Gibbons and Chris Reed have 

agreed to serve on Church Council. John was welcomed as a new 

member at the April meeting. Chris will be joining our team at the 

May meeting. Thanks to both! We are one member short of the full 

complement of nine members. If you would like to join us, please 

contact Matt Pierce at 937-308-0017. 

• Sharon Wilson is stepping down as Treasurer. Earl Reives will 

take over as Treasurer in June. Sharon’s resignation was regretfully 

accepted by Council. We appreciate all the hard work that Sharon 

put into her duties as Treasurer. We are grateful that Earl has 

agreed to become the new Treasurer. 

• A BIG thank you to those people who have stepped up and 

committed their time and talents to the work of the church. 

• Staff evaluations are underway and will continue through the 

month of May. 

• The Visioning Team has tabulated the survey results and met on 

Wednesday, April 26, to review the results and formulate an action 

plan. 

• Our church insurance policy was evaluated by Trustees and 

restructured it resulting in a net savings to the church. 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campfire Church 
 

Old fashioned in a new-fashioned kind of way 

With special musical guest Joseph Helfrich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 21st at 6 pm 
 

At Nevin and Liz Fessler’s: 1530 South Forest Hill Rd., Troy 

*Potluck supper, * Smores, * Games, * Singing old-time gospel and 

folk tunes, * Maybe a little praying around the fire. 

Get it on your calendar now!! More details coming soon. 

 

“Bonnie and Clyde” Musical 
 

Troy Civic Theater 
 

Sat., May 7 @ 8:00 pm 
 

If you wish to participate in a trip to the Barn in the Park to see the Troy 

Civic Theater performance as a group from St. John’s, please let Matt Pierce 

(937-308-0017, 937-339-1616, or miamiskins@roadrunner.com) know by 

May 3rd. 

Tickets at $14.00 each for a group of 10 or more.  A section for St. John’s 

people and guests has been reserved.  You can pay Matt by check or cash 

ahead of time to secure your seat(s). John and Barb Gibbons’ son, Doug, is in 

the cast, so it will be fun to support one of our own. 

The Barn in the Park is located across from the Hobart Arena on Adams St. 

In Troy Community Park. 

 
 

Please plan to join us at our Donut Stop for this 
year’s Tour de Donut on Saturday morning, 

August 27, 2022. 
 

We will again be the Donut Hosts at  
the Elizabeth Township House,  

5760 Walnut Grove-Clark County Road.   
 

We know that we will need 10-20 of us to set up 
tables, hand out donuts, count donuts, and clean 

up when the bikers are gone.   
 

We will probably need to arrive between 7:30 to 8 
am to help with preparation, and we should be 

finished soon after 11 am. 
 

Check your calendar.  A sign-up sheet will be in 
the narthex later this spring. 

 
Watch the bulletin for more information! 
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 May 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 
9:30 am Sun School 

10:30 am Worship 

2 3 4 

10 am  
History Committee 
 

6 pm Choir 

5 6 7 

10 am - Sanctuary 

Centering Prayer 
Service 

8 pm Troy Civic 
Theatre outing 

8 
9:30 am Sun School 

10:30 am Worship 

 
Mother’s Day 

9 

6 pm 

Trustee meeting 

10 

6-8 pm TGP 

Private Counseling 

11 
10 am 
History Committee 

4:30 pm 
Ministry & Worship 

6 pm Choir 

12 

9 am 

GP Team Mtg 

 

13 
 
 

6-7 pm TGP 

Tibetan Singing 
Bowls 

14 
9-noon TGP 
Play Cafe 

12 pm 
Mother’s Day 
luncheon 

15 
9:30 am Sun School 

10:30 am Worship 

16 

6 pm 

Council meeting 

17 

 

18 

10 am  
History Committee 
 

6 pm Choir 

19 20 21 

6 pm 

Campfire Church 
at the Fessler’s 

22 
9:30 am Sun School 

10:30 am Worship 

Guest Musician: 
Mark Condy 

23 
 
 
 

June Journal Articles 
& Mtg Dates Due! 

24 

 

25 
10 am  
History Committee 

4 pm TGP 
Christian Ed 

6 pm Choir 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 
9:30 am Sun School 

10:30 am Worship 

30 

 

 

 

Memorial Day 

31 

6-8 pm TGP 

Private Counseling 

    

 

     ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

937-335-2028    Pastor Don Crist   stjohnsucctroy@gmail.com 

mailto:stjohnsucctroy@gmail.com

