
 

Church World Service 
September Donations 

Throughout the month of 

September, the Membership and 

Outreach Committee will be 

collecting monetary donations for 

Church World Service. (CWS) 

In America and around the world, 

your donation will help impoverished areas with basic 

needs and tools that will help them to sustain themselves 

and their families.  During disasters, people often need 

blankets and much more.  With our help Church World 

Service can be there for the long haul as families recover 

from a disaster. 

You will find envelops for your 

donations on the table in the Narthex 

or you may add your donation to your 

weekly offering envelop and indicate 

CWS and the amount on the Other 

line. 

Your support changes lives 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’m thinking about the changing of the season - again!  We have 

just about two hours less sunlight now than we had on June 21. 

The yard is telling me Fall is coming and frankly, I’m looking 

forward to some relief from the heat and humidity!  It’s not just 

the weather, however.  We’re getting pictures from grandkids 

and from “extra” grandkids as they announce the beginning of 

school and the new classes they will be taking!  Every season 

has its special joys. 

I am so grateful to watch the season change at the church, too.  

We had a wonderful service Sunday.  There was a great spirit in 

the air.  Our attendance is picking up.  Programs are beginning.  

The building is being readied for new life and possibilities.  And 

we are doing it all with a wary eye on the COVID numbers. 

It does my spirit good to see so many of you back in church!  

We are still missing some of you and we do miss you!  I 

suppose it is hard for you to imagine that your absence makes a 

difference and leaves a vacuum in our Beloved Community, but 

trust me, it is true!  Consider making the church picnic on 

September 18 the day you rejoin us!  We always have a grand 

time eating and enjoying each other’s company on that day.  It 

would be so good to “see you then!” 

Pastor Don 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committees 
 

Board of Trustees 

 Glenn Lytle, Chair (23) 

*Nevin Fessler, (23) 

 Keith Kropp, Secretary (22) 

*Joyce Swank (24) 

 Robert Brower, Council 
Rep 
 

Council Members 

*Ginny Beamish, Pres. (22) 

 Barb Bartel (24) 

*Robert Brower (23) 

 Barb Gibbons, Secretary 
(23) 

 Caroline Maslowski (23) 

 Becky Pierce (22) 

 Earl Reives, V-Pres. (22) 

*Paul Schaffner (24) 

 Vacant (24) 

 
Membership & Outreach 

Betty Schaffner (22) 

*Kathy Holt (23) 

*Joan Meredith (23) 

Joyce Reives (24) 

Nancy Smith (24) 

Earl Reives, Council Rep 
 

* Serving second of two terms 
 

Lay Visitation Ministers 

Liz Fessler, Co-Chair 

Nevin Fessler, Co-Chair 

Mike & Ginny Beamish 

Caroline Maslowski 

Matt & Becky Pierce 

Ruth Simpson 

Lay Visitation Ministers 

Caroline Maslowski, Chair 
Liz Fessler 

Nevin Fessler 

Mike & Ginny Beamish 

Matt & Becky Pierce 

Ruth Simpson 

Nancy Smith 

 

Memorial and Endowment 
Glenn Lytle (22) 
Mike Beamish (23) 
John Gibbons (24) 

Ministry & Worship 
Becky Pierce, Chair, Flowers, 
AG (24) 
Ginny Beamish, Music 
Liz Fessler, Liturgists (23) 
Traci Kropp, Secretary (22) 
Lori Rademachir, Nursery, AG 
Barb Gibbons, Council Rep. 
Barb Bartel 
 
  AG = Altar Guild 
 
Economic & Justice 
Paul Schaffner 
Mary Ann Crist 
Caroline Maslowski 
Joyce Swank 
Sarah Wittman 
 
The Gathering Place 
Mary Ann Crist, Chair 
Bethel Adkins 
Ginny Beamish 
Keith Kropp 
Glenn Lytle 
Sarah Porto, Co-Chair 
Ashley Reed 



WORSHIP NEWS 
 

Stewardship, Finance & Mission for August 2021 

Date Attendance Total Contributions 

Aug 1 23 $2,321.38 

Aug 8 25 $1,263.03 

Aug 15 21 $1,696.88 

Aug 22 28 $1,347.38 

Aug 29 30 $3,787.88 

TOTAL: 127 $10,416.55 

 

Total Giving - Monthly Review 

Month Total Contributions 

May $13,785.70 

June $7,221.67 

July $13,892.59 

August $10,416.55 

 

 

 

Contemplative Prayer Service 
First Saturday each month 

Psalm 46:10 "Be still and know that I am God." 
 

Please join us in St. John's sanctuary the first Saturday of every 

month at 10:00 am as Allison DeHart facilitates a time of silent 

prayer. This holy practice follows an ancient Christian contemplative 

prayer tradition dating back to the third century Desert Fathers and 

Mothers. 
 

The service will begin with a short reading and introduction to 

centering prayer followed by a sequence of silent, seated prayer 

followed by walking around the sanctuary in silence and returning to 

silent, seated prayer. The service will conclude by 11:00 am. 

A Message from Our Council President 
 

As summer winds down, we find ourselves once more in a time 

of transition.  The school year has started, fall festivals are 

popping up, and our summer worship hours are coming to a 

close.  Starting on September 12, we will return to our 10:30 am 

worship hour, preceded by Mike’s 9:30 am adult Sunday School 

class. 

Believe it or not, it is time to start thinking about elections to St. 

John’s 2022 Council and Committees.  At our last Council 

meeting, Becky Pierce, Caroline Maslowski, Barbara Gibbons, 

and Glenn Lytle agreed to serve on this year’s Nominating 

Committee.  There are a couple openings on Council (including 

the presidency), as well as the Ministry and Worship, 

Membership and Outreach, Memorial and Endowment, and 

Trustees Committees.  Please consider volunteering for one of 

those positions, especially when approached by someone from 

the Nominating Committee.  Getting involved with one of these 

small groups is a win/win situation: St. John’s wins the benefit 

of your opinions and expertise, and you win the experience of 

getting to know some new people in greater depth. 

As always, I extend blessings to all of you, and thank you for all 

you do for our Beloved Community. 

Ginny Beamish, Council President 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship Meeting 

Sept 8, 1:00 pm in The Gathering Place 

 
We will gather together for a Pictorial Journey Through 

Miami County’s Forgotten Communities. 

The guest speaker is Doug Christian, local historian. 

Hosts: Betty Schaffner and Ruth Simpson 



The Gathering Place Update 
 

Things have been hopping at The Gathering Place these past few 

weeks.  The Trustees, Church Council, a small study group and the 

Women’s Fellowship held their meetings in the space and have 

discovered what a warm and welcoming setting it is for coming 

together for business, sharing and fun.  The biggest and most popular 

event was the Women’s Fellowship, where 16 came together for food 

and to play games.  Maddie and Jacob joined the women and I heard 

they had a good time playing 

games alongside the ladies.  Here 

are a few pictures that Ashley 

shared from that day. 

We would love to encourage many 

more intergenerational activities 

and wonder if any of you are 

interested in helping with a crafts 

event for kids.  Maybe rock 

painting, fall crafts, simple baking, 

or whatever talent you might share 

with them.  I know how much the kids 

enjoy this kind of fun and, let’s face it, 

it’s fun for us adult type folks too. 

And please remember to mark your 

calendars for the Holy Heartbeat 

Retreat which will be held on Saturday, 

October 9th from 9am-12pm. We are 

planning to dig into some spiritual 

practices that will help guide us in our 

work, church, and family lives. Anyone 

who would enjoy some conversation 

around faith, community service, and 

spiritual formation is invited. There will 

of course be good food too! :-) More 

details to come but in the meantime, feel free to email Sarah Porto 

sarahporto.1@gmail.com or 937-216-3037 if you would like additional 

information or to sign up. 

 

Church Staff 
Pastor Don Crist 

(607) 972-6745 

decrist@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James 2:14-17 
 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have 

faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother 

or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about 

their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, 

if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
 

 

Office Manager 

Allison DeHart 

 
Outside Custodian 

Rob Brower 

 
Inside Custodian 

Erika Wilson 

 
Senior Choir Director 

Becky Pierce 

 
Organist 

Ginny Beamish 

Head Usher 

Mike Beamish 

 
AV Department 

Christopher Reed 

Sarah Wittman 

Allison Pierce 

 
Communion Elements 

Lori Rademachir 

 
Sunday Money Counters 

Mike Beamish 

John Gibbons 
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St. John’s September Birthdays!  
Madelyn Reed – 9/5/17 

Spero Mengos – 9/7 

Joyce Heffelfinger – 9/12 

Matt Pierce – 9/14 

Joan Meredith – 9/15 

Traci Kropp – 9/19 

Barb Gibbons – 9/21 

Ruth Simpson – 9/27 
 

 

 

Tour de Donut was a Tour de Force! 
 
Eighteen fun-loving St. John’s folks gathered bright and early on 
Saturday, August 28, at the Elizabeth Township House to welcome 
this year’s Tour De Donut bikers to Miami County.  Together we 
helped set up the Donut Stop and then hand out almost 2000 
donuts to this year’s riders. 

Thanks to Joyce and Earl Reives, Liz and Nevin Fessler, Sharon 
Wilson, Bev Cruse, Nancy Smith, Betty Schaffner, Glenn Lytle, 
Kathy Holt, Karen Spear, Joyce Swank, Becky Pierce, Rev. Don and 
Mary Ann Crist, Caroline Maslowski, and Mike and Ginny Beamish. 

We were pleasantly surprised to find Mark Abell at our stop as well.  
Mark has been part of the Tour De Donut organization for years 
and has always been the Donut Boss at our Elizabeth Township 
stop.  We are grateful for his leadership and his amazing sense of 
humor.  This whole experience was the epitome of Christian 
fellowship; we hope to be selected for more fun next year. 

 
 
 

The Gathering Place 

. . . continued 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in using the space for a small group or just 

some informal get together, let Mary Ann know (607-972-

6744) and we'll get you on the calendar. Thanks to all who help 

keep the space beautiful and who use it with such love and 

care. If you have any questions or comments, please talk to one 

of our team members. 

 

Bethel Adkins, Ginny Beamish, Mary Ann Crist,  

Keith Kropp, Glenn Lytle, Sarah Porto, Ashley Reed 

 



 

 

 

Please include the following people in your thoughts and prayers: 

Ed Yahne (Kate Arnett's "almost father-in-law") - prayers for healing 

as he recovers from a serious surgery to reconnect his stomach to his 

small intestine due to ulcer scarring. 

Dorothy (Dot) Thompson (sister of Earl Reives) - please continue to 

pray for Dorothy as she recovers from surgery. 

Janet Walpole - please pray for Janet as she recovers from skin 

surgery.  Please also pray for her daughter, Sarah, who is having 

some health issues. 

Pam Miesse (sister of Becky Pierce) - Pam's husband Craig passed 

away recently.  Please keep Pam and her family in your prayers. 

Beulah Bowers - Prayers for general health. Cards and visits would 

be greatly appreciated. Please call first: 937-335-7626. 1220 N 

Dorset, Troy OH 45373 

Liz McClure - Prayers for speedy and complete recovery from a 

serious retina surgery. 

Kathy and Butch Berry (Joyce Heffelfinger's sister and brother-in-

law) - Butch is now home and doing well, but still needs our prayers 

as he continues his healing journey. 

Jean Wolfe - Jean is now in Brookdale Assisted Living. She would 

appreciate prayers and cards. Please send to 81 S. Stanfield Road, 

Room 218, Troy, OH 45373 

Louanne Stockstill - Louanne is in a care center and welcomes 

prayers and cards. Please send to 213 Bon Air Drive, Sidney, OH 

45365 

Check Out St. John’s New Web Look! 

 
Have you seen it? https://stjohnsucctroyohio.org/  

It's a work in progress, but so far, we have the written Sunday sermon 

posted each week, the weekly Bulletin, Pastor Don's One Call message 

to read, a calendar of upcoming events, and a brief history of our 

church. 

What's to come? We are talking about adding The Gathering Place, a 

newsletter sign-up, a place for the Journal, and maybe even a way to 

email Pastor Don with your prayer requests. 

What other things would you like to see on this website? How can we 

make this a place for you to gather all information concerning St 

John's UCC in one place? What kinds of things might encourage 

people not currently affiliated with St. John's to check out our Beloved 

Community? 

Send an email to Allison with any ideas you have for this project and 

we'll add them into the planning discussions. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

https://stjohnsucctroyohio.org/


UCC.org Daily Devotional 
 

The Daily Devotional is a spiritually deep and refreshing well, to which 
thousands of readers are drawn each day. 

Medicine of Heaven 

Then Jesus said to them, “Truly, I tell you, the bread of God is that which 

comes from heaven and gives life to the world. Whoever eats of this bread 

will live forever.” 

John 6:32-34, 51 excerpts (NRSV) 

Early Christians thought Jesus was talking about Communion in this passage. 

Of course, at this point in the story there wasn’t any Communion: he hadn’t 

given us that gift yet. But our forebears read it back into Jesus’ words 

anyway. 

They’d experienced Christ’s Body as truly life-giving. They even spoke of 

Communion as medicine for what ails us. They believed that partaking of the 

Bread would heal the frail human condition. To approach Communion was to 

be diagnosed, admitted, treated, and released to a new regimen of health, 

body, mind, and soul. 

Communion also vaccinated you against the estrangement that destroys 

human solidarity. Being in communion with the Healer and all our 

convalescing siblings in the church staved off deadly infections like hate and 

greed, like an oblivious and evasive life. 

Communion was also a foretaste of the full health of the life to come. Exactly 

what such a fully wholesome life would be like, no one knew, but it had to be 

at least something like this: the beloved as one in the Beloved, feasting. 

But the most important thing was how you knew Communion medicine was 

taking. The church’s body was getting well when it found itself tending the 

bodies of others, when it put its own body on the line. 

Which is why examining ourselves and confessing has traditionally preceded 

Communion. It’s a wellness check, and if it shows we’ve been indifferent or 

hostile to our neighbors’ bodies, the prescription is clear: we need to come to 

the table again. And again. To take the Medicine that heals us, then go and 

do otherwise. 

Prayer: Medicine of Heaven, if we’re indifferent to our neighbors’ bodies, 

prescribe more time at the table, another dose of you. 

By Mary Luti, a long time seminary educator and pastor and 

author of Teresa of Teresa of Avila’s Way 

Published August 31, 2021 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Nadolny (long-time congregant) - Prayers for healing 

from cancer of the liver. She is undergoing chemo treatments. 

 

Jim and his wife (friends of Pastor Don's) - Prayers for peace 

as they are now in a care facility. 

 

General Prayers appreciated for: 

Joyce Heffelfinger; Barb Neer (long-time congregant); Vicky 

Myrie (Colleen Rose’s aunt) Em Finney (sister of Ginny 

Beamish); Scott, Logan, Erika, and Brieanna Wilson 

 

To add a new prayer request or update one, please call Nancy 

Smith at 937-440-9129 or Betty Schaffner at 937-335-6713. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

What Shall We Do Next? 

Asphalt shingle roofs on both the church and The Gathering Place have 

been replaced and the slate roof on the steeple has been repaired.  

Insurance paid about $29,000 of the approximately $44,500 cost for this 

work.  The Gathering Place building has had major repairs, 

improvements, and redecoration.  Trustees have been discussing what's 

next on the list of big projects.  Repair and redecorate the sanctuary, fix 

the walls in the corner Sunday School room, clean up the dungeon for 

useable storage space, or something else - what shall it be? 

We're putting together a prioritized list of major work that needs to be 

done at St. John's.  If you have any suggestions to help us, please send 

me a note at glenn.lytle@frontier.com or leave me a note in the Trustees 

mail slot outside the office.   

Glenn Lytle 

Chair, St. John's Trustees 

 



 

September 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 
 

  
 

1 

6-7:30 pm 

TGP meeting 

2 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

3 

 

 

 

4 

10:00 am 

Contemplative 
Prayer Service 

5 

9:30 am Worship 

(streamed on FB Live) 

 

~Communion~ 

6 
 

 

 

 

Labor Day 

7 

 

8 

1 pm (inTGP) 

Women’s Fellowship 

4:30 pm 

Ministry & Worship 

9 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

9:30 am Sunday 
School 

10:30 am Worship 

(streamed on FB Live) 

 

13 

6 pm 

Trustees meeting 

14 
 

15 

 

16 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

17 18 
3 pm 
Church Picnic 
 

19 

9:30 am Sunday 
School 

10:30 am Worship 

(streamed on FB Live) 

20 

7 pm 

Council meeting 

21 
 

 

 

 

Autumn begins 

22 
 

 

 

Oct Journal Articles 
& Mtg Dates Due! 

23 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

24 
 
 
 

 

25 

 

26 

9:30 am Sunday 
School 

10:30 am Worship 

(streamed on FB Live) 

 

27 

 

28 
 

 

 

 

29 30 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 
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