
 

You are cordially invited 
to the 

Service of Installation for 

Rev. Don Crist, Pastor 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
 

Sunday, October 24, 2021, 2:00 pm 
 

Masks are recommended. 

There will not be a procession. 

Due to Covid restrictions, the reception 

will be scheduled for a later date. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It seems that most of us tend to be either pessimists or 
optimists in our outlook on life.  The pessimists get drawn 
away from living in the now to think about what awful things 
might happen and the optimists are drawn away by all of the 
wonderful possibilities that could be around the corner.  Both 
of them, it seems, can have the same issue just under the 
surface.  Isn’t it true that the only gifts we truly experience are 
the gifts in the moment?  If we get so addicted to either our 
fears or our hopes, we can miss the moment. 
 
I was sitting at a coffee shop talking to a pastor friend the 
other day and we began to talk about both problems and 
opportunities for the church.  It took us a while before we 
became aware that all we have is now – to work with what we 
have right now and do our best in this moment to make a 
difference. 

“What day is it?” asked Pooh. 
“It’s today,” squeaked Piglet. 
“My favorite day,” said Pooh.” 

 
Psalm 118:24  This day belongs to the Lord!   Let’s celebrate 
and be glad today. (Contemporary English Version) 
 

Pastor Don 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committees 
 

Board of Trustees 

 Glenn Lytle, Chair (23) 

*Nevin Fessler, (23) 

 Keith Kropp, Secretary (22) 

*Joyce Swank (24) 

 Robert Brower, Council 
Rep 
 

Council Members 

*Ginny Beamish, Pres. (22) 

 Barb Bartel (24) 

*Robert Brower (23) 

 Barb Gibbons, Secretary 
(23) 

 Caroline Maslowski (23) 

 Becky Pierce (22) 

 Earl Reives, V-Pres. (22) 

*Paul Schaffner (24) 

 Vacant (24) 

 
Membership & Outreach 

Betty Schaffner (22) 

*Kathy Holt (23) 

*Joan Meredith (23) 

Joyce Reives (24) 

Nancy Smith (24) 

Earl Reives, Council Rep 
 

* Serving second of two terms 
 

Lay Visitation Ministers 

Liz Fessler, Co-Chair 

Nevin Fessler, Co-Chair 

Mike & Ginny Beamish 

Caroline Maslowski 

Matt & Becky Pierce 

Ruth Simpson 

Lay Visitation Ministers 

Caroline Maslowski, Chair 
Liz Fessler 

Nevin Fessler 

Mike & Ginny Beamish 

Matt & Becky Pierce 

Ruth Simpson 

Nancy Smith 

 

Memorial and Endowment 
Glenn Lytle (22) 
Mike Beamish (23) 
John Gibbons (24) 

Ministry & Worship 
Becky Pierce, Chair, Flowers, 
AG (24) 
Ginny Beamish, Music 
Liz Fessler, Liturgists (23) 
Traci Kropp, Secretary (22) 
Lori Rademachir, Nursery, AG 
Barb Gibbons, Council Rep. 
Barb Bartel 
 
  AG = Altar Guild 
 
Economic & Justice 
Paul Schaffner 
Mary Ann Crist 
Caroline Maslowski 
Joyce Swank 
Sarah Wittman 
 
The Gathering Place 
Mary Ann Crist, Chair 
Bethel Adkins 
Ginny Beamish 
Keith Kropp 
Glenn Lytle 
Sarah Porto, Co-Chair 
Ashley Reed 



WORSHIP NEWS 
 

Stewardship, Finance & Mission for October 2021 

Date Attendance Total Contributions 

Sept 5 27 $2,074.38 

Sept 12 22 $2,454.03 

Sept 19 32 $1,579.38 

Sept 26 28 $3,253.38 

TOTAL: 109 $9,361.17 

 

Total Giving - Monthly Review 

Month Total Contributions 

June $7,221.67 

July $13,892.59 

August $10,416.55 

September $9,361.17 

 

 

 

Contemplative Prayer Service 
First Saturday each month 

Psalm 46:10 "Be still and know that I am God." 
 

Please join us in St. John's sanctuary the first Saturday of every 

month at 10:00 am as Allison DeHart facilitates a time of silent 

prayer. This holy practice follows an ancient Christian contemplative 

prayer tradition dating back to the third century Desert Fathers and 

Mothers. 
 

The service will begin with a short reading and introduction to 

centering prayer followed by a sequence of silent, seated prayer 

followed by walking around the sanctuary in silence and returning to 

silent, seated prayer. The service will conclude by 11:00 am. 

A Message from Our Council President 
 

It’s finally happening!  After three years of sharing with us, and 

helping us grow as a Beloved Community, Rev. Don will be 

installed as our called pastor.  Please join us for the celebration 

on Sunday, October 24, here at St. Johns at 2:00 p.m.  Normally 

there would be a reception to follow, but Covid restrictions are 

preventing that at this time.  But we WILL have a party at a 

later date. 
 

Our Tour De Donut efforts have been rewarded with a check for 

$250.  Right now the money is sitting in our General Fund, but 

we’d love to put it to a good use.  Please share your ideas with 

Rev. Don or any Council member. 
 

Believe it or not, it’s already time to look at Committees and 

Council for next year.  Becky Pierce has agreed to chair our 

Nomination Committee, where she will be joined by Barbara 

Gibbons, Caroline Maslowski, Glenn Lytle and Mike Beamish. 
 

If the Holy Spirit is moving you to become more involved here 

at St. Johns, feel free to let any of those folks know.  And if you 

are asked to serve, please consider your intentions prayerfully 

and carefully. 
 

As always, I extend blessings to all of you, as well as wishes for 

your continued safety and good health as we continue to “do 

church” together. 
 

Ginny Beamish, Council President 
 

 

Women’s Fellowship Meeting 

Oct. 13, 11:30 am - Trip to New Bremen Park 

 
We will gather at St. John’s UCC at 11:30.  Bring a brown 

bag lunch.  We’ll eat at New Bremen Park, visit the Bicycle 

Museum of America and enjoy a dessert at a local restaurant. 



The Gathering Place Update 
 

Many of you may not know it, but The Gathering Place has its roots in the 

Trick or Treat and Eat event that happened here at St. John’s three years ago 

this month.  It was then that I met Sarah Porto and her family and we began 

to dream of a place to bring young families together with older adults for fun, 

education and sharing.  This idea would soon develop into the reality of The 

Gathering Place.  Here’s what Sarah had to say about that time: 

 

“In my life, the Holy Spirit often works by just giving me a nudge to go do 

something.  One such nudge was to attend St. John’s community Trick or 

Treat Lunch.  The Holy Spirit led me to this opportunity and I think it was 

my longing for a welcoming place, a third place, that got me there.  We were 

blessed to share a meal with their community.  Our hearts were especially 

warmed by the love that was poured out onto our children by way of treats 

and Halloween gifts.  But more so, a genuine interest in their lives and ours.  

I remarked to Mary Ann that the following year, I would have to tell all my 

friends about this great event.  Little did I know that perhaps God had plans 

for us to partner with St. John’s in the community much sooner than next 

year!” 

Please remember to mark your calendars for the HOLY HEARTBEAT 

(re)TREAT which will be held on Saturday, October 9th from 9am-

12pm. We are planning to dig into some spiritual practices that will help 

guide us in our work, church, and family lives. Anyone who would enjoy 

some conversation around faith, community service, and spiritual formation 

is invited. There will of course be good food too!  
 

This event will be held at the 

large outdoor picnic shelter at 

the Transfiguration Center 

for Spiritual Renewal 3505 

Calumet Road Ludlow Falls, 

Ohio.  Please RSVP to Ashley 

Reed at 

areed1325@gmail.com or 

direct any questions to Sarah 

Porto at 

sarahporto.1@gmail.com 
 

We hope you can join us!  Here’s to lots of good fun and deep conversations! 

 

Church Staff 
Pastor Don Crist 

(607) 972-6745 

decrist@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

October COVID Protocol 
 

St. John’s UCC is continuing with current precautions. 

Masks are not mandatory but are recommended. 
 

 

 

Office Manager 

Allison DeHart 

 
Outside Custodian 

Rob Brower 

 
Inside Custodian 

Erika Wilson 

 
Senior Choir Director 

Becky Pierce 

 
Organist 

Ginny Beamish 

Head Usher 

Mike Beamish 

 
AV Department 

Christopher Reed 

Sarah Wittman 

Allison Pierce 

 
Communion Elements 

Lori Rademachir 

 
Sunday Money Counters 

Mike Beamish 

John Gibbons 

mailto:areed1325@gmail.com
mailto:sarahporto.1@gmail.com
mailto:decrist@earthlink.net


 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s October Birthdays!  
Betty Schaffner – 10/5 

Becky Pierce – 10/9 

Kathryn Porto – 10/16/16 

Allison DeHart – 10/27 

James Amend – 10/29 
 
 
 
 

 

Choir Update 
 
As of this printing, there are still lots of questions around Covid, 
especially concerning vaccinations and transmissions. To that end, 
we will put our choir rehearsals on hold for a few more weeks. 

 
 
 

The Gathering Place 

. . . continued 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in using the space for a small group or just 

some informal get together, let Mary Ann know (607-972-

6744) and we'll get you on the calendar. Thanks to all who help 

keep the space beautiful and who use it with such love and 

care. If you have any questions or comments, please talk to one 

of our team members. 

 

Bethel Adkins, Ginny Beamish, Mary Ann Crist,  

Keith Kropp, Glenn Lytle, Sarah Porto, Ashley Reed 

 

Thank You from Beulah Bowers 
 

I want to Thank You so much for all you have done for me. - I love 

my church and all who are in it. They are all wonderful to me, 

sending cards or calling on the phone. 

My church has meant so much to me thru the years. I started this 

church when Tammy was 2 or 3 years old and Tim about 4 and we 

have come ever since. This is my second home. I love all who are 

still with the church. I love the Lord. 

Sincerely, 

Beulah Bowers 



 

 

 

Please include the following people in your thoughts and prayers: 

The Heffelfinger Family - The Heffelfinger family is in need of our 

prayers.  Joyce is having severe problems with her leg. Rodger is 

recovering from cataract surgery and Tracy had emergency disk 

surgery this week. 
 

The Wolfe Family & Des Wolfe - prayers for the Wolfe family after 

the passing of Jean and for Des as he recovers from hip surgery.  

Cards for Des can be sent to Linda Wolfe at 502 Lincoln Ave. in Troy. 
 

Ed Yahne (Kate Arnett's "almost father-in-law") - prayers for healing 

as he recovers from a serious surgery to reconnect his stomach to his 

small intestine due to ulcer scarring.   
 

Dorothy (Dot) Thompson (sister of Earl Reives) - please continue to 

pray for Dorothy as she recovers from surgery.   
 

Janet Walpole - please pray for Janet as she recovers from skin 

surgery.  Please also pray for her daughter, Sarah, who is having 

some health issues. 
 

Pam Miesse (sister of Becky Pierce) - Pam's husband Craig passed 

away recently.  Please keep Pam and her family in your prayers. 
 

Beulah Bowers - Prayers for general health. Cards and visits would 

be greatly appreciated. Please call first: 937-335-7626. 1220 N 

Dorset, Troy OH 45373 
 

Liz McClure - Prayers for a speedy and complete recovery from a 

serious retina surgery. 
 

Kathy and Butch Berry (Joyce Heffelfinger's sister and brother-in-

law) - Butch is now home and doing well, but still needs our prayers 

as he continues his healing journey. 
 

Louanne Stockstill- Louanne is in a care center and welcomes 

prayers and cards. Please send to 213 Bon Air Drive, Sidney, OH 

45365 

Check Out St. John’s New Web Look! 

 
Have you seen it? https://stjohnsucctroyohio.org/  

It's a work in progress, but so far, we have the written Sunday sermon 

posted each week, the weekly Bulletin, Pastor Don's One Call message 

to read, a calendar of upcoming events, and a brief history of our 

church. 

What's to come? We are talking about adding The Gathering Place, a 

newsletter sign-up, a place for the Journal, and maybe even a way to 

email Pastor Don with your prayer requests. 

What other things would you like to see on this website? How can we 

make this a place for you to gather all information concerning St 

John's UCC in one place? What kinds of things might encourage 

people not currently affiliated with St. John's to check out our Beloved 

Community? 

Send an email to Allison with any ideas you have for this project and 

we'll add them into the planning discussions. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

https://stjohnsucctroyohio.org/


UCC.org Daily Devotional 
 

The Daily Devotional is a spiritually deep and refreshing well, to which 
thousands of readers are drawn each day. 

Simmer Down 

Moses implored God: “Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, 

to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land 

I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’” Then the Lord 

relented and did not bring on the people the disaster God had threatened. 

Exodus 32:13-14 (NIV) 

 

God’s anger is burning hot. The people have made a golden idol and are 

worshiping it instead of God. From the get-go, the covenant with God is very 

clear on the “no images” business. But there that calf sits, big and gold and 

graven (graven is particularly bad, I think), and God is mad. So mad, God is 

about to be rid of these idol-fashioners and start fresh. 

Then Moses calms God down, recounting the beauty of the promises God 

had made. Would God really allow anger to wash away promises made in 

love? 

God’s anger cools. 

My hunch is there’s a lot of anger simmering away in our churches. Anger 

from members misdirected at pastors for not handling the pandemic the way 

they would prefer. Anger from pastors misdirected at members for not 

handling the pandemic the way they would prefer. It’s okay to be mad. None 

of this is going how any of us want. And whoever you are who is reading 

this: it’s not your fault. 

Because from the get-go, the covenant we make as church is very clear on 

the “caring for each other in hard times” business. Remember the beauty of 

the promises we make to one another? Are we going to allow anger to wash 

away those promises made in love? 

May our anger cool, too. 

 

Prayer: God, help us keep our covenant to love one another. 

 

By John Edgerton, Lead Pastor at First United Church of Oak Park, Illinois 

Published September 26, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Nadolny (long-time congregant) - She is undergoing 

chemo treatments and appreciates receiving cards! 111 Stream 

Run Court, Greenville, SC 29617 

 

Barb Neer (long-time congregant); Em Finney (sister of Ginny 

Beamish); Vicky Myrie (Colleen Rose’s aunt); Scott, Logan, 

Erika, and Brieanna Wilson 

 

Please call Nancy Smith at 937-440-9129 or Betty Schaffner at 

937-335-6713 with any new or updated prayer requests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

What Shall We Do Next? 

Asphalt shingle roofs on both the church and The Gathering Place have 

been replaced and the slate roof on the steeple has been repaired.  

Insurance paid about $29,000 of the approximately $44,500 cost for this 

work.  The Gathering Place building has had major repairs, 

improvements, and redecoration.  Trustees have been discussing what's 

next on the list of big projects.  Repair and redecorate the sanctuary, fix 

the walls in the corner Sunday School room, clean up the dungeon for 

useable storage space, or something else - what shall it be? 

We're putting together a prioritized list of major work that needs to be 

done at St. John's.  If you have any suggestions to help us, please send 

me a note at glenn.lytle@frontier.com or leave me a note in the Trustees 

mail slot outside the office.   

Glenn Lytle 

Chair, St. John's Trustees 

 



 October 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

2 

10:00 am 

Contemplative 
Prayer Service 

3 

9:30 am Sun School 

10:30 am Worship 
 

World Communion 

4 
 

 

 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

9:00 am - noon 

Holy Heartbeat 
Retreat 

10 

9:30 am Sun School 

10:30 am Worship 
 

Neighbors in Need 
Offering 

11 

6 pm 

Trustees meeting 
 

Indigenous Peoples/ 
Columbus Day 

12 
 

13 

11:30 am 

Women’s 
Fellowship 

Trip to New Bremen 

14 

 

15 16 
 

17 

9:30 am Sun School 

10:30 am Worship 
 

Children’s Sabbath 

18 

7 pm 

Council meeting 

19 
 

 

 

 

20 
 

 

 

 

21 

 

22 
 
 

Nov Journal Articles 
& Mtg Dates Due! 

23 

 

24 

9:30 am Sun School 

10:30 am Worship 
Pastor Don’s 
Installation 

31 

9:30 am Sun School 

10:30 am Worship 

25 

 

26 
 

 

 

 

27 28 

 

29 30 

11:30am 

Trick or Treat & 
Eat 

 

     ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

130 S Walnut St    Pastor Don Crist             937-335-2028 

  Troy, OH  45373          stjohnsucctroy@gmail.com 
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