
NEWS FLASH!!  NEWS FLASH!! 

 

Check Out St. John’s New Web Look! 

 
Have you seen it? https://stjohnsucctroyohio.org/  

It's a work in progress, but so far, we have the written Sunday 
sermon posted each week, the weekly Bulletin, Pastor Don's One 
Call message to read, a calendar of upcoming events, and a brief 
history of our church. 

What's to come? We are talking about adding The Gathering Place, 
a newsletter sign-up, a place for the Journal, and maybe even a way 
to email Pastor Don with your prayer requests. 

What other things would you like to see on this website? How can 
we make this a place for you to gather all information concerning St 
John's UCC in one place? What kinds of things might encourage 
people not currently affiliated with St. John's to check out our 
Beloved Community? 

Send an email to Allison with any ideas you have for this project and 
we'll add them into the planning discussions. 

Thank you so much for allowing me to help you with your web 
design! 

Terri Leith, Webmaster (& Pastor Don’s daughter) 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They found the birthday cane behind the piano in the church 

basement and brought it out for the first time St Johns had ever 

celebrated a pastor’s 80th birthday (or that’s what they said).  Of 

course, I’m nowhere near 80 years of age, but it’s the thought that 

counts, right?  (I won’t turn 80 until Sunday, the 27th, while I’m in 

California) 
 

What a grand celebration Sunday was!  First the 7’ Chinese 

Dogwood tree then 80 pretzels, straws, vitamin C drops, kernels 

of corn, gum, goldfish crackers, marshmallows, pennies, nuts and 

bolts, glass stones, mints, nails, toothpicks, melted hailstones, life 

savers, coffee beans, postage stamps, M & M’s, mini candy bars, 

cereal pieces, puzzle pieces, invisible cups, a gift card and a 1941 

Vintage mug to say nothing of many thoughtful birthday cards.  It 

was a birthday to remember! Thanks to everyone who planned or 

participated in this event. 
 

What a fun bunch of friends you are!  How St John’s loves to 

party!  It is such a vital part of a Beloved Community and we’ve 

missed this kind of being together for more than a year.  We need 

to celebrate like this more often now that we can.  Having fun as a 

community is healing, it builds relationships, it makes us smile and 

helps us be more grateful.  “But may the righteous be glad and 

rejoice before God; may they be happy and joyful.” (from Psalm 

68) 

 

Pastor Don 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committees 
 

Board of Trustees 

 Glenn Lytle, Chair (23) 

*Nevin Fessler, (23) 

 Keith Kropp, Secretary (22) 

*Joyce Swank (24) 

 Robert Brower, Council 
Rep 
 

Council Members 

*Ginny Beamish, Pres. (22) 

 Barb Bartel (24) 

*Robert Brower (23) 

 Barb Gibbons, Secretary 
(23) 

 Caroline Maslowski (23) 

 Becky Pierce (22) 

 Earl Reives, V-Pres. (22) 

*Paul Schaffner (24) 

 Vacant (24) 

 
Membership & Outreach 

Betty Schaffner (22) 

*Kathy Holt (23) 

*Joan Meredith (23) 

Joyce Reives (24) 

Nancy Smith (24) 

Earl Reives, Council Rep 
 

* Serving second of two terms 
 

Lay Visitation Ministers 

Liz Fessler, Co-Chair 

Nevin Fessler, Co-Chair 

Mike & Ginny Beamish 

Caroline Maslowski 

Matt & Becky Pierce 

Ruth Simpson 

Lay Visitation Ministers 

Caroline Maslowski, Chair 
Liz Fessler 

Nevin Fessler 

Mike & Ginny Beamish 

Matt & Becky Pierce 

Ruth Simpson 

Nancy Smith 

 

Memorial and Endowment 
Glenn Lytle (22) 
Mike Beamish (23) 
John Gibbons (24) 

Ministry & Worship 
Becky Pierce, Chair, Flowers, 
AG (24) 
Ginny Beamish, Music 
Liz Fessler, Liturgists (23) 
Traci Kropp, Secretary (22) 
Lori Rademachir, Nursery, AG 
Barb Gibbons, Council Rep. 
Barb Bartel 
 
  AG = Altar Guild 
 
Economic & Justice 
Paul Schaffner 
Mary Ann Crist 
Caroline Maslowski 
Joyce Swank 
Sarah Wittman 
 
The Gathering Place 
Mary Ann Crist, Chair 
Bethel Adkins 
Ginny Beamish 
Keith Kropp 
Glenn Lytle 
Sarah Porto, Co-Chair 
Ashley Reed 



WORSHIP NEWS 
 

Stewardship, Finance & Mission for June 2021 

Date Attendance Total Contributions 

June 06 27 $2,813.38 

June 13 25 $1,930.03 

June 20 42 $1,150.38 

June 27 22 $1,327.88 

TOTAL: 116 $7,221.67 

 

Total Giving - Monthly Review 

Month Total Contributions 

March $38,696.03 * 

April $5,728.17 

May $13,785.70 

June $7,221.67 

  *Includes insurance payment for Roof Fund 

 

 

Contemplative Prayer Service 
First Saturday each month 

Psalm 46:10 "Be still and know that I am God." 
 

Please join us in St. John's sanctuary the first Saturday of every 

month at 10:00 am as Allison DeHart facilitates a time of silent 

prayer. This holy practice follows an ancient Christian contemplative 

prayer tradition dating back to the third century Deseret Fathers and 

Mothers. 
 

The service will begin with a short reading and introduction to 

centering prayer followed by a sequence of silent, seated prayer 

followed by walking around the sanctuary in silence and returning to 

silent, seated prayer. The service will conclude by 11:00 am. 

A Message from Our Council President 
 

Hello summer!  Here we are, enjoying sunshine, flowers, 

swimming, barbecues, delights from our gardens and local 

farmers’ markets, iced tea, lemonade, baseball, croquet, biking, 

vacations, the beach, outdoor concerts, and Troy’s own 

Sculptures on the Square.  Life is good! 

 

But even better is being part of a community.  Not just any 

community, but St. John’s Beloved Community.  That Holy 

Spirit seems to have taken a shine to us and is empowering us to 

come together in heretofore unimaginable ways.  The Nursery is 

getting a makeover.  The Gathering Place is full of surprises.  

The Trustees are looking at way long-term and way big-picture 

projects.  And we are having fun together. 

 

Thank you to those of you who have shared your favorite hymns 

with us.  Having been the organist for several years, I know some 

of your favorites.  But your suggestions are more helpful for Rev. 

Don, who hasn’t had the privilege of worshipping with all of us 

for that many years.  And it’s never too late to make a 

suggestion, even if you’ve already turned in a paper or two. 

 

Please note the Tour De Donut announcement elsewhere in this 

Journal.  This event has been a fun time for us in the past, and we 

can use all hands on deck, or at the donut table, again this year. 

 

As always, I extend blessings to all of you, as well as wishes for 

your continued safety and good health as we continue to “do 

church” together. 

 

Ginny Beamish, Council President 

 

 



The Gathering Place Update 
 

Summer is finally here to stay and St. John’s has been taking 

advantage of the outdoor space in particular. We had our first 

Lemonade on the Lawn event after worship on June 6. Besides 

enjoying icy drinks and cookies on the side lawn, our members 

were able to enjoy the playground area while the younger ones 

played. 

 

Pastor Don has begun a small group which meets biweekly in 

the living room of The Gathering Place. It centers around our 

individual personal spiritual journey and has become a nurturing 

and safe place for those of us who come together to share. Do 

you have a topic or experience you’d like to share with others?   

It could focus on the Enneagram, aging, prayer or the Bible; 

there are endless possibilities. Or do  you have  

 

 

something you’d like to learn? I recently heard a group of 

women talking about a plant class and swap, and also a one-time 

class teaching macrame. Any macrame teachers in the house? 

 

Church Staff 
Pastor Don Crist 

(607) 972-6745 

decrist@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1 Peter 4:10 
 

10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms. 

 

 

Office Manager 

Allison DeHart 

 
Outside Custodian 

Rob Brower 

 
Inside Custodian 

Erika Wilson 

 
Senior Choir Director 

Becky Pierce 

 
Organist 

Ginny Beamish 

Head Usher 

Mike Beamish 

 
AV Department 

Christopher Reed 

Sarah Wittman 

Allison Pierce 

 
Communion Elements 

Joyce Heffelfinger 

 
Sunday Money Counters 

Mike Beamish 

John Gibbons 

mailto:decrist@earthlink.net


 

 

St. John’s July Birthdays! 

Mike Beamish – 7/12 

Julian Porto – 7/18/19 

Janet Mengos – 7/21 

Joyce Swank – 7/29 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Special Virtual 

General Synod 33 
 
July 11-18, 2021 
Registration is now open! 

2021 will be The United Church of Christ’s first-ever virtual 

General Synod. Among the highlights will be keynote speakers 

Valarie Kaur, Sikh activist and leader of the Revolutionary Love 

Project, and Adam Russell Taylor, leader of Sojourners, an 

enduring social-justice movement based in the nation’s capital. 

Information can be found at the General Synod website:  

https://www.generalsynod.org/   

The Gathering Place 

. . . continued 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in using the space for a small group or just some 

informal get together, let Mary Ann know (607-972-6744) and we'll 

get you on the calendar. Thanks to all who help keep the space 

beautiful and who use it with such love and care. If you have any 

questions or comments, please talk to one of our team members. 

 

 

Bethel Adkins, Ginny Beamish, Mary Ann Crist,  

Keith Kropp, Glenn Lytle, Sarah Porto, Ashley Reed 

 

https://valariekaur.com/
https://sojo.net/biography/adam-russell-taylor
https://www.generalsynod.org/


 

 

 

Please include the following people in your thoughts and prayers: 

John Gibbons - is on the mend and appreciates our continued 
prayers. 

Craig Miesse (brother-in-law of Becky Pierce) - Prayers for healing  
as doctors have discovered another tumor.  Craig is doing worse    
and has been admitted to a hospital in Columbus.  

Dale Wilson (Pastor Don's sister's new husband) - had been admitted 
to the hospital with heart issues.  He came home from the hospital this 
past Tuesday after having a stent placed and is feeling much better. 

Mark Evans (Karen Spear's brother) - Mark's wife died unexpectedly.  
Please pray for the family during this time of grief and loss. 

Susan Fessler Brown (Nevin and Liz Fessler's daughter) - Please 
continue to pray for Susan as she recovers from surgery. She had 
surgery on June 7th for Pseudomyxoma Peritonei (PMP) cancer.   
This is a rare cancer affecting 1 in  a million people and is caused by 
mucus forming in the appendix and then spreading to other parts of 
the body. After a 14 hour surgery the doctors were pleased and 
confident, but Liz is in a lot of pain.  She was scheduled to come 
home from the hospital this past Tuesday. 

Karen Spear's Family - Everyone is in gratitude for all the thoughts 
and prayers. Jordan is now home and his cardiology team calls him 
their "Miracle Man" for surviving and doing so well after his heart 
surgery. Jordan's wife (Karen's daughter), Chrysa is expecting a   
baby who is due to arrive on August 8! Continued prayers for  
Jordan's recovery and the health of Chrysa and their unborn baby 
would be appreciated, as would cards. Karen Spear, 2444 Luray 
Drive, Troy 45373 

Beulah Bowers - Prayers for general health. Cards and visits would 
be greatly appreciated. Please call first: 937-335-7626. 1220 N 
Dorset, Troy OH 45373 

Liz McClure - Prayers for speedy and complete recovery from a 
serious retina surgery.  

Kathy and Butch Berry (Joyce Heffelfinger's sister and brother-in-
law) - Continued prayers for support and healing. Butch is now out    
of the hospital and in rehab.  

 

 

 

 

Jean Wolfe - Jean is now in Brookdale Assisted Living. She would 
appreciate prayers and cards. Please send to 81 S. Stanfield Road, 
Room 218, Troy, OH 45373 
Louanne Stockstill - Louanne is in a care center and welcomes 
prayers and cards. Please send to 213 Bon Air Drive, Sidney, OH 
45365 
Nancy Nadolny (long-time congregant) Prayers for healing from 
cancer of the liver. She is undergoing chemo treatments. 
Jim and his wife (friends of Pastor Don's) Prayers for peace as they 
are now in a care facility. 
 

General Prayers appreciated for: 
Joyce Heffelfinger; Barb Neer (long-time congregant); Em Finney 
(sister of Ginny Beamish); Scott, Logan, Erika, and Brieanna 
Wilson 
 

To add a new prayer request or update one, please call Nancy Smith 
at 937-440-9129 or Betty Schaffner at 937-335-6713. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UCC.org Seminar:  

Polity Primer 101: How is our Polity  

Lived out at General Synod? 
The United Church of Christ has a way of governing itself 

(“polity”) that’s different than many other denominations. Bound 

together by covenant and freely entered into through 

congregational autonomy, the UCC gathers in many different 

expressions to be the church. Every two years, the United Church 

of Christ comes together for worship and business, taking time to 

speak to the church about matters of faith and conscience. Come 

listen to some UCC History, Theology, and Polity teachers talk 

about the gifts and challenges of our structure, how our 

theological values show up at General Synod, with attention to 

proposed resolutions for this year’s General Synod. 

To register for this Zoom webinar, please see UCC.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS PRAYER REQUESTS 



UCC.org Daily Devotional 
 

The Daily Devotional is a spiritually deep and refreshing well, to which 
thousands of readers are drawn each day. The overall vision and voice of 
the Daily Devotional is tended by the Stillspeaking Writers’ Group and 
supported by the staff of The Pilgrim Press. 

Never Give Up 

Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry 

from which you were dug. – Isaiah 51:1b (NRSV) 

The old coach had been invited to give the high school commencement 

speech. He approached the podium, looked out on the graduates, and said 

slowly, “Never give up.” He paused and cast his eyes over the students once 

more, then said, a second time, “Never give up.” Another pause, another 

look, and for a third time, “Never give up.” Then he turned and walked back 

to his seat. 

Our times are such we may be tempted to give up. To give up on a nation so 

deeply polarized and divided. To give up on a democracy so vulnerable to 

manipulation of fear and by falsehood. To give on the hope of being and 

building a beloved community when bruised by acts and words of cruelty 

and callousness.  

Isaiah’s words in today’s reading are a kind of “Never give up.”  

The people to whom the prophet spoke had plenty of reason for 

discouragement, for giving up. They dwelt in exile in a foreign land — 

strangers in a strange land. Their beloved homeland was now a waste land.  

But the word of God came: Never give up. “Look to the rock from which you 

were hewn.” Remember who you are. “Look to Abraham your father and 

Sarah who bore you. He was but one when I called him, but I made him 

many.” Never give up.  

However discouraging the present moment, do not give up on people. Do not 

give up on the church. And never give up on yourself. God isn’t finished 

with you yet.   

“For the Lord will comfort Zion, God will comfort all her waste places, and 

make her wilderness like Eden.” Never give up. 

“Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and voice of song.” God 

never gives up. 

Prayer: Gracious God, we’re concerned. Grant us sustaining hope, steady 

perseverance, and deep faith for the living of these days. Amen.  

By Anthony Robinson, UCC minister, speaker, teacher and writer. 

Published on June 28, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please plan to join St. John’s at our Donut 

Stop for this year’s Tour de Donut on Saturday 

morning, August 28, 2021.  Although we are 

not yet sure of which stop we will be hosting, 

we do know that we will need 10-20 of us to 

set up tables, hand out donuts, count donuts, 

and clean up when the bikers are gone. 

 

If you are available and interested, please sign 

the list in the narthex or call or text Ginny 

Beamish at 937-572-9996.  Watch the bulletin 

for more information. 
 

 

     
 

 

 



 

July 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

   
 

 1 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

3 

10:00 am 

Contemplative 
Prayer Service 

4 

9:30 am Worship 
~Communion~ 

(streamed on FB Live) 

Independence Day 

5 

 

6 
 

 

 

 

7 

9 am TGP mtg 

8 

 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

9:30 am Worship 

(streamed on FB Live) 

 

Lemonade on  
the Lawn 

 

12 

5:30 pm Partners 
in Hope Board Mtg 

6 pm 

Trustees meeting 

13 
 

 

 

14 

12 pm Women’s 
Fellowship Circle 

4:30 pm 

Ministry & Worship 

15 

 

16 17 
 
 
 
 

 

18 

9:30 am Worship 

(streamed on FB Live) 

19 

7 pm 

Council meeting 

20 
 

 

 

 

21 
 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

23 
 
 
 

Aug Journal Articles 
& Mtg Dates Due! 

24 

 

25 

9:30 am Worship 

(streamed on FB Live) 

 

26 

 

27 
 

 

 

 

28 29 30 31 
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