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MONTH	AT	A	GLANCE	
 
 

Thursdays	
• Twisted Stitchers, 10 a.m. 

Special	Events	
• Community worship on Prouty Plaza, 10 a.m., June 3, 
• Summer worship services move to an earlier hour, 9:30 a.m., beginning June 10 
• Brunch and Conversation, directly after worship, June 10 (See page 6.) 
• Economic Justice Program (See page 7.) 

Committee	Meetings	
• Trustees, 7 p.m., June 11 
• Ministry and Worship, 10 a.m., June 14  
• Church Council, 7 p.m., June 18 

Fellowship	Groups	
• Genesis Tea, 2:30 p.m., June 8 
• Women’s Fellowship, 11 a.m., June 13 (See page 7.) 
• Singles Group, noon, June 25 
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PASTOR’S	CORNER	
 
Prayers and Blessings, 

 

I hope this letter finds you all well. The Strawberry Festival is upon us; this is Troy’s 

official event to start the summer season. The children are either done with school for the 

year or pretty close to it. There are some important things that I want to share with you 

all. For the first time, there will be a large community worship event on Sunday, June 3, 

at 10 a.m., called Declare on the Square. This is an ecumenical worship service, and all 

are welcome to attend; just bring a lawn chair. Council and I have decided that, due to 

this and parking issues, we will not hold church that Sunday at St. John’s. Instead, we 

will worship with the community. The following Sunday, June 10, we will begin summer 

worship hours. Service will start at 9:30 a.m. from June 10 until after Labor Day. 

 

In addition, Council and I have been discussing the church’s need to have a clear Mission 

and Vision so that we can conduct ministry more efficiently and in a manner that works 

with our church’s strengths. At our last Council meeting, we decided to open up this 

work to the congregation. We feel that it is incredibly important that the whole church 

work on this together. Therefore, on June 10, after service we are inviting everyone to 

bring in a brunch type of food and help us brainstorm as to what we believe the church’s 

Mission and Vision should be. The meeting will last an hour. I am hopeful that many of 

you will turnout for this brainstorming session so that we are all able to work toward 

shared goals and hopes for the church. 

 

Finally, I want to thank everyone for their continued work and support of our church and 

its ministries. Though our congregation is small, we are still capable of making our 

church and our neighborhood a great place. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Pastor Donna 
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FROM	THE	COUNCIL	PRESIDENT	
 
Who are we?  What are we doing here?  Where are we going?  These are some of the 
questions that often surface in a church, and they are still very much a part of 
conversations here at St. John’s.   At our last Council meeting, we decided it’s time for 
some answers, and we are hopeful that some actions will follow.  To that end, we invite 
all of you to gather after our 9:30 worship on June 10, for brunch and conversation.  
Please bring a brunchy dish to share and your own table service.  Beverages will be 
provided.  The conversation part, led by Pastor Donna, will last no longer than an hour. 
 
As you probably know by now, we have also decided to join the larger Troy Community 
for an outdoor worship service on Prouty Plaza on Sunday, June 3 at 10 a.m.  Bring a 
lawn chair and your sunglasses or straw hat and share a different type of service complete 
with music, prayer and new friends. 
 
You probably also already know that we have decided to switch our summer worship 
services to the 9:30 hour.  Worship will follow our usual format; we will just gather 
earlier.  This adjusted schedule begins on June 10, and goes through September 2, Labor 
Day weekend. 
 
The figures from our latest financial report indicate that we are still spending more than 
we are giving in our weekly offerings.  Due to the positive decision-making of our 
Memorial and Endowment Committee, we do have some funds available there that we 
can borrow if we need to.  However, neither the Memorial Fund nor the Endowment 
Fund was established to help with General Fund shortages, and our history reflects that 
although our intention was to pay back the last two loans (stucco and Parish House 
renovations), we have been extremely slow in making that happen.  Your prayers and 
wisdom are needed! 
 
Blessings to all of you! 
 
Ginny Beamish 
Council President 
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WORSHIP	ON	PROUTY	PLAZA	ON	JUNE	3	
 
At our May meeting, St. John’s Council agreed to accept this invitation from Declare 
Worship Community.  Rather than duplicating worship efforts on Strawberry Sunday, we 
encourage you to join our Troy community on Prouty Plaza for live music and inspired 
speakers. 
 
The Strawberry Festival invited us to hold a worship service on the main stage on Sunday 
morning at 10 a.m.! We've brought together a great band of talented musicians from 
around the community. What can possibly go wrong—live music and an endless variety 
of strawberry flavored treats?? Whether you've never gone to church or been your whole 
life, we invite you to join us to hear just how much God loves you!  Bring all your friends 
and a lawn chair if you want a seat, and we will see you downtown at 10 a.m. on Sunday 
June 3rd at the Strawberry Festival. 
 
Note: Downtown parking might be scarce.  Please plan accordingly. 

	
 

EARLIER	HOUR	FOR	SUMMER	2018	WORSHIP	
 
Our Ministry and Worship Committee recommended and Council concurred that we 
move our summer worship service to 9:30 a.m. Right now there are no plans to change 
the format, just the time of the service. Beginning on June 10, and continuing through 
September 2, we will gather at 9:30 for Sunday morning worship at St. John’s. 
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BRUNCH	AND	CONVERSATION	ON	JUNE	10	
 
Please join us for Brunch and Conversation after our 9:30 worship on Sunday, June 10, as 
we once again discuss who we are, what we’re doing here, and where we are going. 
 
Please bring a brunchy dish to share and your own table service.  Beverages will be 
provided.  The conversation part, led by Pastor Donna, will last no longer than an hour. 

	

	

STEWARDSHIP,	FINANCE,	AND	MISSION		
 

Date	 	
Offering	
Collected	 	

Number	in	
Attendance	

May	6	 	 		$3,015.00	 	 29	
May	13	 	 		$1,775.00	 	 29	
May	20	 	 		$1,901.00	 	 25	
May	27	 	 *	 	 	*	
*Information not available at time of newsletter publication. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP/OUTREACH	
 
Membership/Outreach would like to thank everyone who donated to FISH in May.  Your 
donations are always appreciated. 
 
Due to various conflicts, the CHURCH PICNIC, which is usually held in August, has 
been rescheduled for September 15 from 3:00 pm until 7:00 pm in the Troy Community 
Park – Shelter #7.  Please stay tuned for further details. 
 
During the month of June, donations are being collected for Richard’s Chapel Food 
Pantry.  A barrel and poster will be placed in the narthex for donations of non-perishable 
canned and boxed food items, household paper products, and monetary donations.  After 
June, your donations will be delivered to Richard’s Chapel Food Pantry.  Thank you! 
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WOMEN’S	FELLOWSHIP	
 
Women’s Fellowship has scheduled a trip to the VA Gardens on June 13.  Bring a brown 
bag lunch and beverage to eat at their picnic facilities and then tour the flower garden.  
On the way back to Troy, a stop is planned for dessert at the Pearson House in West 
Milton.  Please meet at the Church at 11:00 am.  
 
 

ECONOMIC	JUSTICE	TEAM	
 
St. John’s UCC Economic Justice Team will host a program on current criminal justice 
reform initiatives from 6:30–8 p.m., June 26, at the church.  
 
Guest speakers will include Emily Parsons of On Earth Peace, a Church of the Brethren 
agency, and members of the Miami Valley Organization, a grassroots organization of 
community, faith, labor, civil rights advocates and others in the greater Dayton area.  
 
The program will begin with the screening of “The Bail Trap,” a 25-minute documentary 
describing the economic ramifications of the bail-bond industry. Information on Ohio 
House Bill 439 and the proposed Ohio Neighborhood Safety, Drug Treatment, and 
Rehabilitation Amendment will be shared.  
 
Be watching the Sunday bulletins for more information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	

PRAYER	CONCERNS	
Please include the following people in your thoughts and prayers: Em Finney, Marjorie 
Roeth, Louanne Stockstill, Phyllis Anderson, Teresa Beltz, Lawrence and Rita Kroger, 
Rebecca Daniels, Elaine Elmore, Baby Carmine and family, Kimberly Smith, Beulah 
Bowers, Joyce Heffelfinger, Pam Nolin, Caleb Carter, Jim Reynolds, Rick and family, 
Logan Wilson, Erika Wilson, Brieanna Wilson, Shirley Wolford (Joyce Reeves’ mother), 
Liz McClure, Scott Wilson, and Keith Brown.  
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2018	CHURCH	LEADERS	
 

Council 
Ginny Beamish, President (21) 
Becky Pierce (21) 
Earl Reives (21) 
Liz Fessler, Treasurer (20) 
Deb Hogshead (20) 
Paul Schaffner (20) 
Rob Brower (19) 
Traci Kropp (19) 
Nancy Nadolny, Secretary (19) 
 
 
 
Ministry & Worship 
Barbara Gibbons (21) 
Joyce Heffelfinger (21) 
Barb Bartel (20) 
Ginny Beamish (20) 
Barb Neer (19) 
Council Rep: Becky Pierce 
 
 
 
Membership/Outreach 
Betty Schaffner (21) 
Joyce Huston (20) 
Jo Ann Kropp (20) 
Kathy Holt (19) 
Joan Meredith (19) 
Melissa Stanley (18) 
Council Rep: Earl Reives 
 

Memorial and Endowment 
Glenn Lytle (21) 
Nancy Nadolny (20) 
Carletta Gritzmaker (19) 
Council Rep: Nancy Nadolny  
 
 
Board of Trustees 
Keith Kropp (21) 
Vacant (21) 
Joyce Swank (20) 
Rob Brower, Head Trustee (19) 
Nevin Fessler (19) 
Council Rep: Rob Brower 
 
Christian Education 
Committee 
Erin Kaveloski (20) 
 
Sunday School Teacher(s) 
Mike Beamish 
 
Economic Justice Team 
Deb Hogshead 
Caroline Maslowski 
Donna Morton 
Earl Reives 
Paul Schaffner 
Joyce Swank 
Council Rep: Paul Schaffner 

(Number in parenthesis indicates last year of term of service.) 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Donna Morton 
Secretary:  Barb Owen 

Bookkeeper: Barb Owen 
Custodian:  David Reed 

Organist:  Ginny Beamish 
Chancel Choir Director:  Becky Pierce 

Head Usher:  Mike Beamish 
Nursery Worker(s): Erin Kaveloski 

Sound Technician: Marshall Reynolds 
Communion Elements:  Joyce Heffelfinger 

Lay Visitation Ministers: Matt Pierce, Becky Pierce, Liz McClure, Mike Beamish, Ginny Beamish, 
Caroline Maslowski, Ruth Simpson, Nancy Smith, Beulah Bowers, Nevin Fessler, and Liz Fessler. 

 
 
 
 
 


