MAY 2018

MONTH AT A GLANCE
Special Events
Mark you calendar for the spring rummage sale:
• 4 to 8 p.m., May 3
• 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., May 4
• 9 a.m. to noon, May 5
Every Thursday
• Twisted Stitchers, 10 a.m.
• Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Monthly Committee Meetings
• Ministry and Worship, 10 a.m., May 10
• Membership and Outreach, 10 a.m., May 10
• Trustees, 7 p.m., May 14
• Church Council, 7 p.m., May 21
• Economic Justice Team, 6:30 p.m., May 29
Monthly Fellowship Groups
• Women’s Fellowship, 11 a.m., May 9
• Genesis Tea, 2:30 p.m., May 11
• Singles, noon, May 21

PASTOR’S CORNER
Greetings my Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
If April showers bring May flowers, then May should be full of blooming flowers.
Lord knows we have had our share of rain. Like many of you, I cannot wait to see spring
in its glory. The flowers and the foliage that appear every year no matter what the
weather serve as a beautiful reminder that we should “bloom where we are planted” (1
Corinthians 7:20–24). Keeping this in mind, to have a beautiful garden, we must care for
and nurture all our plants and flowers because if we do not nurture them, they will shrivel
up and die. Most good things in life require effort and care to thrive. This is especially
true when it comes to our religious and spiritual lives. If we do not take time to care for
ourselves, we do not have the energy to care for others.
I urge you this spring and summer to take time to care for yourselves. There are
many things that we can do to accomplish this goal. Many of these things we are already
aware of, like exercising, getting enough rest, eating better and taking time to enjoy our
families. But, too often we neglect our spiritual and religious needs during the summer.
We pray less often, our attendance in church drops significantly because we are caught
up in our summer activities and forget about the church. We tell ourselves we will return
in the fall. Because of this, we often forget that, though we are away, the church is open

year-round to serve and help us. It, too, needs nurturing and care throughout the year, not
just during certain seasons. Therefore, I urge you all to take time to pray more, love more
and worship more frequently. If we all do this, we will not only bloom where we are
planted, we will thrive, and our blooms will become larger thus enriching the lives of
those around us.
Prayerfully Yours,
Pastor Donna

FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Who are we? What are we doing here? Where are we going? These are some of the
questions that often surface in a church, and here at St. John’s we are no different. At our
last Council meeting, we bandied these questions around a bit and concluded that it is
time for us to revisit or recreate our vision and mission statements. Rev. Donna will be
part of that discussion, as will all of you, after Council begins the process. Stay tuned for
further developments.
During the next few months St. John’s will continue to be focused on worship, music,
education, and Christian fellowship, but we will have one eye on the future as we discern
God’s plan for what comes next. Please continue to participate as you are able and as
you are comfortable in any opportunities that might present themselves for meaningful
interactions between and among our members.
The figures from our latest financial report indicate that we are still spending more than
we are giving in our weekly offerings. Due to the positive decision-making of our
Memorial and Endowment Committee, we do have some funds available there that we
can borrow if we need to. However, neither the Memorial Fund nor the Endowment
Fund was established to help with General Fund shortages, and our history reflects that
although our intention was to pay back the last two loans (stucco and Parish House
renovations), we have been extremely slow in making that happen. Your prayers and
wisdom are needed!
As we continue our journey through 2018, let’s keep looking ahead to where we want to
be on December 31. The time to move toward that destination is now!
Blessings to you!
Ginny Beamish
Council President

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
The Good Samaritan Task Force has come up with a proposed policy that was approved.
They will take it to Partners In Hope for their approval.
A proposal to promote our church as a Wedding Chapel was also approved by Council.
The paid nursery attendant position was eliminated by Council. We will ask for
volunteers to help when needed.
Pastor Donna presented a book “Autopsy of a Deceased Church” by Thomas Ranier. All
Council members will read this book by the next meeting. We are asked to keep Beulah
Bowers, Carl Asher, and Barb Neer in our thoughts and prayers.
Liz Fessler suggested the concept of a 15-minute church. No music, just a 10-minute
sermon, drop the envelope in the tray as one departs. This might encourage families with
kids in sports to attend.
Economic Justice has discovered Kroger’s sustainability efforts. They suggested White
Privilege/Let’s Talk would make an excellent Sunday school curriculum.
The president of Hobart called and said we could HAVE the next “scratch and dent”
commercial dishwasher!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Vacation Bible School will be held this year at the First United Church of Christ June 1114. Hours will be 7 – 8:30 p.m. They are looking for volunteers to help with the
program. If you are ready and able, call Joyce Heffelfinger at 335-8719.

STEWARDSHIP, FINANCE, AND MISSION
Offering
Collected

Date
April
April
April
April
April

01
08
15
22
29

Number in
Attendance

$3,262.00
$1,079.45
$2,391.00
$1,820.00
$1,395.00

Total for
Month:

$9,947.45

40
24
36
28
24

Average for
Month:

30

USED INK AND TONER CARTRIDGES NEEDED
The office is in need of used printer ink cartridges or toners to turn in to Staples for
credit. We usually turn in about 10 per month and we are completely out (the last 10
were turned in in April). The credit we get or rewards go towards purchasing more paper.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Women’s Fellowship will meet Wednesday, May 9, at 11:00 a.m. Depart at 11:15 a.m.
for lunch at the Cornerstone Restaurant. The program will follow at Joyce Swank’s
home (1543 Springcreek Stringtown Road, Piqua) for a lesson by Joyce on how she
makes bread. Samples will be available.

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURE
The office will be closed for Memorial Day, Monday, May 28. Articles for the June
Journal will be due Friday, May 25.

RUMMAGE SALE
Hear Ye, Hear Ye …. It’s RUMMAGE SALE TIME AGAIN!
The rummage sale is scheduled Thursday–Saturday, May 3–5. Donated items are now
being accepted. Hours of sale:
Thursday, May 3: 4 – 8 p.m.
Friday, May 4: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 5: 9 a.m. – noon
If you are available to help, there is a sign-up sheet in the back of the Church

BIRTH ANNOUNCMENT
Norah Pierce arrived April 24 at 3:07 a.m. She weighed 6 lbs. 2 oz. The proud parents
are Ryan and Stephanie Pierce. Proud grandparents are Becky and Matt Pierce.

MEMBERSHIP/OUTREACH
Membership/Outreach will be accepting donations for FISH in the month of May. You
will find envelopes in the Narthex or you may designate your donation on your St. John’s
envelope. We thank you in advance for your support of this worthy cause.
We would also like to thank all those who donated socks and undies during the month of
March. These items were given to the Well Child Clinic where they were distributed to
children who came to the clinic with torn, tattered or no socks and undies. The clinic is
always very appreciative of our efforts to provide for these children

ECONOMIC JUSTICE TEAM
ADVOCATE FOR ECONOMIC JUSTICE: DEBORAH HOGSHEAD
This month, the Economic Justice Team recognizes Deborah Hogshead for her
involvement with the group and its goals.
Deb initiated the creation of the Economic Justice Team. Without her we would not be.
Deb has a strong sense of how the world should function to be an example of Christ’s
vision. She also realizes that this means a commitment to study, understand, challenge,
and take action to change systems that perpetuate economic injustice. She was
instrumental working with the UCC national office in leading us to become an Economic
Justice Covenant Church.
She commits an amazing amount of time and energy to causes she feels strongly about.
This includes her writing for our website, Facebook, and The Journal. She also attends
community meetings and events to bring concerns and possible solutions to others. She
has networked with local, regional, and state individuals and organizations to strategize
for change. She has brought resources to our Team from these involvements and secured
speakers for public presentations sponsored by the Economic Justice Team.
—Submitted by Joyce Swank

PRAYER CONCERNS
Please include the following people in your thoughts and prayers: Em Finney, Marjorie
Roeth, Louanne Stockstill, Phyllis Anderson, Teresa Beltz, Lawrence and Rita Kroger,
Rebecca Daniels, Elaine Elmore, Baby Carmine and family, Kimberly Smith, Beulah
Bowers, Michael Heffelfinger, Joyce Heffelfinger, Pam Nolin, Caleb Carter, Jim
Reynolds, Rick and family, Logan Wilson, Erika Wilson, Brieanna Wilson, Shirley
Wolford (Joyce Reeves’ mother), Liz McClure, Scott Wilson, Keith Brown.

WHY WE HAVE TWO EARS AND ONE MOUTH

We have

TWO EARS
AND ONE MOUTH
SO THAT WE CAN
Listen
Twice as much as we SPEAK
—Epictetus (Greek philosopher)

2018 CHURCH LEADERS
Council

Memorial and Endowment

Ginny Beamish, President (21)
Becky Pierce (21)
Earl Reives (21)
Liz Fessler, Treasurer (20)
Deb Hogshead (20)
Paul Schaffner (20)
Rob Brower (19)
Traci Kropp (19)
Nancy Nadolny, Secretary (19)

Glenn Lytle (21)
Nancy Nadolny (20)
Carletta Gritzmaker (19)
Council Rep: Nancy Nadolny

Ministry & Worship
Barbara Gibbons (21)
Joyce Heffelfinger (21)
Barb Bartel (20)
Ginny Beamish (20)
Barb Neer (19)
Council Rep: Becky Pierce

Board of Trustees
Keith Kropp (21)
Vacant (21)
Joyce Swank (20)
Rob Brower, Head Trustee (19)
Nevin Fessler (19)
Council Rep: Rob Brower

Christian Education
Committee
Erin Kaveloski (20)

Sunday School Teacher(s)
Mike Beamish

Membership/Outreach
Betty Schaffner (21)
Joyce Huston (20)
Jo Ann Kropp (20)
Kathy Holt (19)
Joan Meredith (19)
Melissa Stanley (18)
Council Rep: Earl Reives

Economic Justice Team
Deb Hogshead
Caroline Maslowski
Donna Morton
Earl Reives
Paul Schaffner
Joyce Swank
Council Rep: Paul Schaffner

(Number in parenthesis indicates last year of term of service.)
Pastor: Reverend Donna Morton
Secretary: Barb Owen
Bookkeeper: Barb Owen
Custodian: David Reed
Organist: Ginny Beamish
Chancel Choir Director: Becky Pierce
Head Usher: Mike Beamish
Nursery Worker(s): Erin Kaveloski
Sound Technician: Marshall Reynolds
Communion Elements: Joyce Heffelfinger
Lay Visitation Ministers: Matt Pierce, Becky Pierce, Liz McClure, Mike Beamish, Ginny Beamish,
Caroline Maslowski, Ruth Simpson, Nancy Smith, Beulah Bowers, Nevin Fessler, and Liz Fessler.

