APRIL 2018

MONTH AT A GLANCE

Tuesdays
Partners in Hope, 5:30 to 8 p.m.

Thursdays
• Twisted Stitchers, 10 a.m.
• Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Committee Meetings
• Trustees, 7 p.m., April 9
• Ministry and Worship, 10 a.m., April 12
• Membership and Outreach, 10 a.m., April 12
• Church Council, 7 p.m., April 16

Fellowship Groups
• Women’s Fellowship, 11:30 a.m., April 11

PASTOR’S CORNER
Prayers and Blessings,
It is hard to believe that it is already April and spring is here. I want to begin by
thanking everyone for all the beautiful flowers that graced our church on Easter Sunday.
It was truly a spectacular sight to see. We are now in the season of Eastertide and with
that, we are reminded that we are children of the resurrection. Eastertide provides us with
an excellent opportunity to put into action all the things we have reflected upon during
Lent. Easter and spring are times to embrace growth as nature awakes from winter’s long
sleep, so too must we awaken to the possibilities and opportunities of growth in our lives.
One area of our lives that we should continually seek growth is our spiritual lives. We
must ask ourselves what parts of our spiritual lives need more work. Perhaps we are
hoping to pray more frequently, attend church more regularly, or give to our favorite
charities a bit more. Whatever, it is spring is the perfect time to explore these needs.
The church has gone through many changes in the last several years, and there
have been different pastors serving Saint John’s—all with unique perspectives and
worship styles. Many of these changes have resulted in changes in the amount of people
who come to worship or who participate on the various committees. By now, all of you

know I will be leaving Saint John’s before summer’s end. I know there are mixed feeling
about this, but I want to take this time to remind each of you that the church is not about
who is behind the pulpit or our wants—the church is about God, not us. We come to
church to worship and praise the Lord. Let us not let anything prevent us from doing so.
Change is constant, but God’s love endures all.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Donna Morton-Kaveloski

FOR YOUR THOUGHTS
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck what is planted;
a time to kill and a time to heal;
a time to break down and a time to build up;
a time to weep and a time to and a time to laugh;
a time to morn and a time to dance;
a time to cast away stones and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek and a time to lose;
a time to keep and a time to cast away;
a time to rend and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence and a time to speak;
a time to love and a time to hate;
a time for war and a time for peace.
What gain has the worker from his toil?
I have seen the business that God has given to the sons of men to be busy with. He has
made everything beautiful in its time; also he has put eternity into man’s mind, yet so that
he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.
Psalms 136:1-5
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. O give
than, give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever; him who
alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures forever; him who by
understanding made the heavens, for his steadfast love endures forever.
John 5:24-25
Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears my word and believes him who sent me, has
eternal life; he does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.

Truly, truly I say to you, this hour is coming, and now is, when
the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear it will live.

STEWARDSHIP, FINANCE, AND MISSION
Offering
Collected
$2,330.00
$2,218.45
$1,782.00
$645.00

Date
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25
March 29

Number in
Attendance
39
20
36
24
20

(Maundy
Thursday)

Total for
Month:

$6,975.45

Average for
Month:

28

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Women’s Fellowship will meet Wednesday, April 11, at 11:30 am for the first time this
year. A light lunch will be served (sandwiches, beverage and dessert). The program for
the year will be introduced. Please wear a hat! There will be prizes for the “prettiest,” the
“zaniest,” and the “ugliest.”

ECONOMIC JUSTICE TEAM
A concerned group of St. John’s members and visitors filled the Lifetree Café on
February 27 to view and discuss the film “Big Pharma.” Bill Davis of SPAN Ohio led the
discussion on the high cost of prescription drugs in the United States compared to other
countries. This presentation is part of the Economic Justice Team’s commitment to carry
out our church’s goals as an Economic Justice Covenant Church by providing
information on topics that impact economic justice for all people.
Submitted by Joyce Swank

PRAYER CONCERNS
Please include the following people in your thoughts and prayers: Em Finney,
Marjorie Roeth, Louanne Stockstill, Phyllis Anderson, Teresa Beltz, Lawrence and Rita
Kroger, Rebecca Daniels, Carl Asher, Elaine Elmore, Baby Carmine and Family,
Kimberly Smith, the grandchildren of Sharon Wilson, Nancy Smith, Barb Neer, Michael
Heffelfinger, Pam Nolin, Caleb Carter, Liz McClure, Scott Wilson, Keith Brown, and
Doug Stone.

2018 CHURCH LEADERS
Council

Memorial and Endowment

Ginny Beamish, President (21)
Becky Pierce (21)
Earl Reives (21)
Liz Fessler, Treasurer (20)
Deb Hogshead (20)
Paul Schaffner (20)
Rob Brower (19)
Traci Kropp (19)
Nancy Nadolny, Secretary (19)

Glenn Lytle (21)
Nancy Nadolny (20)
Carletta Gritzmaker (19)
Council Rep: Nancy Nadolny

Ministry & Worship
Barbara Gibbons (21)
Joyce Heffelfinger (21)
Barb Bartel (20)
Ginny Beamish (20)
Barb Neer (19)
Council Rep: Becky Pierce

Board of Trustees
Keith Kropp (21)
Vacant (21)
Joyce Swank (20)
Rob Brower, Head Trustee (19)
Nevin Fessler (19)
Council Rep: Rob Brower

Christian Education
Committee
Erin Kaveloski (20)

Sunday School Teacher(s)
Mike Beamish

Membership/Outreach
Betty Schaffner (21)
Joyce Huston (20)
Jo Ann Kropp (20)
Kathy Holt (19)
Joan Meredith (19)
Melissa Stanley (18)
Council Rep: Earl Reives

Economic Justice Team
Deb Hogshead
Caroline Maslowski
Donna Morton
Earl Reives
Paul Schaffner
Joyce Swank
Council Rep: Paul Schaffner

(Number in parenthesis indicates last year of term of service.)
Pastor: Reverend Donna Morton
Secretary: Barb Owen
Bookkeeper: Barb Owen
Custodian: David Reed
Organist: Ginny Beamish
Chancel Choir Director: Becky Pierce
Head Usher: Mike Beamish
Nursery Worker(s): Erin Kaveloski
Sound Technician: Marshall Reynolds
Communion Elements: Joyce Heffelfinger
Lay Visitation Ministers: Matt Pierce, Becky Pierce, Liz McClure, Mike Beamish, Ginny Beamish,
Caroline Maslowski, Ruth Simpson, Nancy Smith, Beulah Bowers, Nevin Fessler, and Liz Fessler.

