
 
 

February	  2018	  



MONTH	  AT	  A	  GLANCE	  
 

Tuesdays	  
Partners in Hope, 5:30 to 8 p.m. 

Thursdays	  
• Twisted Stitchers, 10 a.m. 
• Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m. 

Special	  Events	  
Mark you calendar for  
• Lenten Bible Study, 1 p.m., Tuesdays, Feb. 13 through March 27, led by Pastor 

Donna 
• Screening of the documentary “Big Pharma: Market Failure,” 6 to 7:30 p.m., Feb. 27, 

hosted by the Economic Justice Team  

Committee	  Meetings	  
• Ministry and Worship, 10 a.m., Feb. 8 
• Trustees, 7 p.m., Feb. 12 
• Church Council, 7 p.m., Feb. 19 

Fellowship	  Groups	  
• Genesis Tea, 2:30 p.m., Feb. 9 
• Singles Group, noon, Feb. 26 

	  

PASTOR’S	  CORNER	  
 
My Brothers and Sisters in Faith, 

 
I pray that you and your families are well. January’s weather has been especially 

challenging for everyone. I hope that February weather will at least be consistent rather 
than the many extremes we have seen. February is a very busy month. The first Sunday in 
Lent is February 18th. Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day this year, which reminds 
me of the term Agape Love. Agape Love “is selfless, sacrificial, unconditional love, the 
highest of the four types of love in the Bible. The Greek word, agapē, agápē and 
variations of it are frequently found throughout The New Testament. Agape perfectly 
describes the kind of Love Jesus Christ has for His father and for his followers.”  

 
 Agape is the kind of love I want us to ponder as we begin our Lenten Journey this 
year. Normally we look to give up bad habits to honor our Lord’s journey. I encourage 
everyone instead of looking inward, to look outward and extend Agape Love to everyone 
we know or encounter. The world would be much kinder place if we spent less time 
arguing over our differences and more time extending God’s love to the world. 
 



 Loving each other unconditionally is a momentous challenge, but it is one worth 
taking on. Agape will be the topic of our Lenten Bible study beginning Tuesday, 
February 13, at 1 p.m. and continuing through March 27. The only text required for this 
Lenten study will be your Bible. I hope to see many of you at this Bible Study. I cannot 
think of a better way to grow both emotionally and spiritually than learning how to love 
each other unconditionally. 
 
Love, Prayers and Blessings,  
   
Pastor Donna 
 

FROM	  THE	  COUNCIL	  PRESIDENT	  
 
Thank you to all who attended our Annual Congregational Meeting on January 28.   The 
discussion was lively, and there was a feel of energy in the room.  What was evident from 
our meeting was a need for a repository for our church policies.  Many of us remember 
things differently, and without an Official Document to consult, we have no clear 
direction in which to proceed.  Therefore, I am hopeful that 2018 will be the year of the 
Policy Manual, and as procedures are adopted, they will be recorded and kept in this 
notebook in the office. 
 
Thank you to those who have volunteered to unravel the mystery of the Good Samaritan 
Fund, to help find the financial reporting system that works best for all of us, and to 
discuss the future of Christian Education here at St. John’s.  As decisions are made, 
communication will be forthcoming. 
 
The figures from our latest financial report indicate that we are still spending more than 
we are giving in our weekly offerings.  Due to the positive decision-making of our 
Memorial and Endowment Committee, we do have some funds available there that we 
can borrow if we need to.  However, neither the Memorial Fund nor the Endowment 
Fund was established to help with General Fund shortages, and our history reflects that 
although our intention was to pay back the last two loans (stucco and Parish House 
renovations), we have been extremely slow in making that happen.  Your prayers and 
wisdom are needed! 
 
As we continue our journey through 2018, let’s look ahead to where we want to be on 
December 31.  The time to start toward that destination is now! 
 
Blessings to you! 
 
Ginny Beamish 
Council President 
 
 	  



COUNCIL	  HIGHLIGHTS	  
 
The December Treasurer’s report was tabled until the General Fund numbers can be 
verified.  Also, Rev. Donna is to contact the utility companies and ask why they are not 
sending her the bills. 
 
Rev. Donna attended the Martin Luther King ceremonies.  She is currently reading a 
book “Conducting A Successful Annual Giving Program” in hopes she can garner some 
ideas for use.  She suggested perhaps we need to revisit our vision.  The neighbors to the 
north of the Parish House have been snow blowing the pastor’s sidewalk and also the 
church’s. 
 
The Annual Meeting is January 28. 
 
Council set up a policy for canceling church services. 
 
Partners in Hope want to use the old Sunday School computers for blogging purposes and 
perhaps buy them.  Council moved to allow PIH one month to use computers for 
blogging with option to buy. 
 
The annual picnic will be August 18 in the brick shelter at the Troy City Park.  It will be 
a carry-in with meeting at the park at 3 and eat at 4. 
 
The Nursery Policy was approved with corrections. 
 
As of December 31, the Endowment Fund stood at $131,038.70 and the Memorial Fund 
at $2,381.52.  There was a gain on the account at December 31 of approximately 
$17,000.00.  Council voted to take out one-half of the gain. 
 
All the smoke detectors have new batteries.  The Christmas tree was taken down and put 
away. 
 

STEWARDSHIP,	  FINANCE,	  AND	  MISSION	  
 

Date	   	  
Offering	  
Collected	   	  

Number	  in	  
Attendance	  

Jan.	  7	   	   	  	  2,226.00	   	   25	  
Jan.	  14	   	   	  	  1,045.00	   	   27	  
Jan.	  21	   	   	  	  2,319.00	   	   29	  
Jan.	  	  28	   	   	  	  1,474.00	   	   27	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Total	  for	  
Month:	   $7,064.00	  

Average	  for	  
Month:	   27	  



ECONOMIC	  JUSTICE	  TEAM	  
 
ADVOCATE FOR ECONOMIC JUSTICE:  
JOYCE SWANK  
 
This month, the Economic Justice Team recognizes 
Joyce Swank for her involvement with the group. 
 
“I believe in the concept that everyone should have an 
equal opportunity to not only survive, but thrive,” said 
Joyce when asked why she joined the Team. “I like 
that the Economic Justice Team attempts to address 

the underlying conditions that cause inequalities and injustices and works toward 
systemic changes.” 
 
Joyce recognizes the task is big, and she admits it’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the 
enormity of it all. For this reason, she strives to help people survive and thrive through 
her day-to-day interpersonal interactions. One way she does this is through her volunteer 
work with the Troy Literacy Council. As a tutor, she’s been helping women from India 
improve their English Language Skills so they will be better prepared to find employment 
here in the States. She’s more than a tutor to her students, however. She’s a friend, and 
her relationship with them helps promote social justice as well.  
 
Joyce’s involvement with the Economic Justice Team offers her a manageable way to 
work on the broader issues associated with economic justice. An active member of the 
team since its inception, Joyce has been particularly interested in environmental issues, 
which are directly related to economic justice.  
 
“I am also concerned about environmental issues that I feel are often ignored in our 
materialistic culture,” Joyce said. “The Team works to learn appropriate ways to protect 
our environment in concrete ways.”  
 
Joyce has helped the team—and the congregation—explore ways to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle. Recently, she researched the many ways Kroger has been working to promote 
sustainability and reduce waste. She shared her findings with the team, and you can learn 
more about her research by reading our January meeting minutes at 
stjohnsucctroyohio.org/economic-justice-meeting-minutes.  
 
“Hopefully we can make some impact in helping our world and its inhabitants survive 
and thrive,” Joyce said. 
 

Submitted by Deb Hogshead 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  

PRAYER	  CONCERNS	  

Please include the following people in people in your thoughts and prayers: Em Finney, 
Marjorie Roeth, Louanne Stockstill, Phyllis Anderson, Teresa Beltz, Lawrence and Rita 
Kroger, Rebecca Daniels, Carl Asher, Elaine Elmore, Baby Carmine and family, 
Kimberly Smith, Baby Mackenzie Gibbons, the grandchildren of Sharon Wilson, Scott 
Wilson, Liz Fessler, Nancy Smith, baby Wade, Erin and Marshall. 
 

A	  NOTE	  FROM	  NANCY	  SMITH	  
 
To my wonderful devoted church family, 
 
Thank you for your love & caring in SO many ways as I continue through the healing 
stages of my recent heart surgery at the Cleveland Clinic. 
 
Nancy Smith 
 	  



2018	  CHURCH	  LEADERS	  
 

Council 
Ginny Beamish, President (21) 
Becky Pierce (21) 
Earl Reives (21) 
Liz Fessler, Treasurer (20) 
Deb Hogshead, Vice President (20) 
Paul Schaffner (20) 
Rob Brower (19) 
Traci Kropp (19) 
Nancy Nadolny, Secretary (19) 
 
 
 
Ministry & Worship 
Barbara Gibbons (21) 
Joyce Heffelfinger (21) 
Barb Bartel (20) 
Ginny Beamish (20) 
Barb Neer (19) 
Council Rep: Becky Pierce 
 
 
 
Membership/Outreach 
Betty Schaffner (21) 
Joyce Huston (20) 
Jo Ann Kropp (20) 
Kathy Holt (19) 
Joan Meredith (19) 
Melissa Stanley (18) 
Council Rep: Earl Reives 
 

Memorial and Endowment 
Glenn Lytle (21) 
Nancy Nadolny (20) 
Carletta Gritzmaker (19) 
Council Rep: Nancy Nadolny  
 
 
Board of Trustees 
Keith Kropp (21) 
Vacant (21) 
Joyce Swank (20) 
Rob Brower, Head Trustee (19) 
Nevin Fessler (19) 
Council Rep: Rob Brower 
 
Christian Education 
Committee 
Erin Kaveloski (20) 
 
Sunday School Teacher(s) 
Mike Beamish 
 
Economic Justice Team 
Deb Hogshead 
Caroline Maslowski 
Donna Morton 
Earl Reives 
Paul Schaffner 
Joyce Swank 
Council Rep: Paul Schaffner 

(Number in parenthesis indicates last year of term of service.) 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Donna Morton 
Secretary:  Barb Owen 

Bookkeeper: Barb Owen 
Custodian:  David Reed 

Organist:  Ginny Beamish 
Chancel Choir Director:  Becky Pierce 

Head Usher:  Mike Beamish 
Nursery Worker(s): Erin Kaveloski 

Sound Technician: Marshall Reynolds 
Communion Elements:  Joyce Heffelfinger 

Lay Visitation Ministers: Matt Pierce, Becky Pierce, Liz McClure, Mike Beamish, Ginny Beamish, 
Caroline Maslowski, Ruth Simpson, Nancy Smith, Beulah Bowers, Nevin Fessler, and Liz Fessler. 

 
 
 
 
 


