JANUARY	
  2018	
  

MONTH	
  AT	
  A	
  GLANCE	
  
Special	
  Events	
  
• Continuation of Advent Bible Study, noon, January 10
• MLK Day Worship Service, January 15
• Annual Congregational Meeting, immediately following worship, January 28
Committee	
  Meetings	
  
• Trustees, 7 p.m., January 8
• Ministry and Worship, 10 a.m., January 11
• Church Council, 7 p.m., January 15
• Economic Justice Team, 6 p.m., January 23
Fellowship	
  Groups	
  
• Singles Group, noon, Monday, January 22
• Partners in Hope, 5:30-7:30 p.m., every Tuesday
• Twisted Stitchers, 10 a.m., every Thursday
• Choir Practice, 6 p.m., every Thursday

	
  

PASTOR’S	
  CORNER	
  
Happy New Year, St. John’s families!
I hope everyone had a merry Christmas and was able to spend time with family.
It was wonderful to see so many of you and your families for Christmas Eve service. The
month of December has been an incredibly busy month, not only here at the church, but
at home as well. On December 6, my first grandchild was born. His name is Wade. Erin
and Marshall were so very grateful for all the love and support they received from the
congregation. Thank you all for the shower gifts and prayers. We feel very blessed.
It is common practice to make New Year’s resolutions. Some of you may be deciding to
lose weight, give up smoking, be kinder, and any number of things. I have made a few
resolutions myself—some of the traditional ones, but I have also decided not only to
work on changing my bad habits, but to be more prayerful, more grateful, and to work on
releasing my worries and to be more trusting. As we venture into the New Year, I would
encourage you not only to make resolutions for better physical health, but also to make
changes to improve your spiritual health as well.
In January, we will have our annual meeting to discuss the budget. I know that it is
everyone’s least favorite topic, but it is also a good time to return to church. I know
council and I would appreciate everyone’s insight about our budget and what we would
like to see happen this next year. The congregation may be small, but we’re dedicated
and are looking forward to this next year. Your input can make all the difference.
Prayers and blessings,
Pastor Donna

	
  
FROM	
  THE	
  COUNCIL	
  PRESIDENT	
  
Thank you to all who attended our Congregational Budget Meeting in December.
Although the decision was not unanimous, the majority of those in attendance did vote to
approve the budget as presented. Discussion during the meeting indicated that we might
revisit the budget at our January Annual Meeting as we discuss the future of our church.
Our Annual Meeting is also the time when we elect replacement members for Council
and committees. If you have always wanted to serve on a committee, please let one of
your Council members know. And if we ask you to consider service to St. John’s in one
of these capacities, please don’t hesitate to agree!
The figures from our Budget meeting in December indicate that we are still spending
more than we are giving in our weekly offerings. Due to the positive decision-making of
our Memorial and Endowment Committee, we do have some funds available there that
we can borrow if we need to. However, neither the Memorial Fund nor the Endowment

Fund was established to help with General Fund shortages, and our history reflects that
although our intention was to pay back the last two loans (stucco and Parish House
renovations), we have been extremely slow in making that happen. Your prayers and
wisdom are needed!
As we look toward the new year ahead, please spend a few minutes pondering the future
of St. John’s, as well as your own place in that future. Where are we going? What shall
we do?
Happy 2018!
Ginny Beamish
Council President

COUNCIL	
  HIGHLIGHTS	
  
November’s expenses were $1,700 greater than income.
The Martin Luther King march will end up with a service at St. John’s.
We will contact SONKA to see if we can advertise to sell our old printer in their
publication. Council will ask Mr. Rupp (our insurance agent} to speak to Council
regarding his suggested changes to our insurance. St. John’s now has child safety
guidelines. We will ask Troy Police to talk /advise us on a common-sense approach to
gun control.
Council is working to fill upcoming Council and Committee vacancies.
What is our “vision” for Christian Education?
The annual meeting will be January 28. There will be “bring a dish” dinner, and bring
your own table service. Beverages will be provided.
Ministry and Worship is working on a Nursery Policy.
Trustees stated they have an estimate for washer hookup in the Parish House for
$2,000.00. They do not as yet have an estimate for a dryer hookup.

	
  

STEWARDSHIP,	
  FINANCE,	
  AND	
  MISSION	
  
Date	
  
Dec.	
  3	
  
Dec.	
  10	
  
Dec.	
  17	
  
Dec.	
  24	
  (a.m.)	
  
Dec.	
  24	
  (p.m.)	
  
Dec.	
  31(service	
  
canceled)	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Total	
  for	
  
Month:	
  

Offering	
  
Collected	
   	
  
$1,756.90	
  
$23,261.84	
  
$3,122.00	
  
$1,824.00	
  
$776.25	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Number	
  in	
  
Attendance	
  
22	
  
22	
  
43	
  
41	
  
53	
  

	
  

	
  

Average	
  for	
  
$30,740.99	
  
Month:	
  

36	
  

NOTE	
  RECEIVED	
  FROM	
  MIAMI	
  COUNTY	
  HEAD	
  START	
  HOME	
  VISITORS	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  
Thank you for the wonderful warm Christmas donations for our Head Start families. Our
families really do appreciate your thoughtfulness.

	
  
WOMEN’S	
  FELLOWSHIP	
  
The Fellowship members met at the home of Betty Schaffner in December and had a
Christmas party. Women’s Fellowship will be taking off three months. The next meeting
will be in April. Watch the bulletins and Journal for news about the next meeting.

ST.	
  JOHN’S	
  ANNUAL	
  CONGREGATIONAL	
  MEETING	
  
The annual congregational meeting will be held immediately following worship on
January 28. Please bring a dish or two to share and your own table service. Beverages
will be provided.
Copies of the annual report will be available in the narthex no later than January 14.
Please review it carefully and come prepared to discuss future directions for St. John’s.

ADVOCATE	
  FOR	
  ECONOMIC	
  JUSTICE:	
  CAROLINE	
  MASLOWSKI	
  
This month, the Economic Justice Team recognizes Caroline Maslowski for her
involvement with the team.
An active member of the team since its inception, Caroline drafted the covenant that
guides our work. She also drafted our first brochure on environmental stewardship and
continues to proofread and edit documents produced by the team.
As an educator and international traveler, Caroline offers the team an invaluable
perspective on life and the world. During a recent team discussion on single payer health
care, Caroline shared her experiences from a trip to Finland in the 1980s.
“There were no poor people in Finland,” she recalled.
Caroline explained that Finnish citizens had all the services they needed to thrive—
including health care—because individuals were taxed at a much higher rate than those
here in the States. Trade schools were open to students free of charge. And while anyone
could go to college, top-performing students could attend tuition free. Caroline also noted
the entire country would take several weeks off from work to relax and recharge.
During another recent discussion—this one on environmental stewardship—Caroline
described a trip she took with students to an environmental education camp in the
Smokey Mountains. Student there learned about food waste while performing their afterdinner duties, which included scraping uneaten food into buckets. A competition
naturally ensued to see which table of students could produce the least amount of food
waste during their time at camp. The competition helped students think and act more
intentionally about the food they placed on their plates.
“Social injustices abound worldwide, very often born of economic injustice—from low
wages to ridiculous expenses for fees and services,” said Caroline when asked why she
decided to get involved with the team. “St. John’s Economic Justice Committee is
committed to educating people locally in the hope our ‘baby steps’ can add to the efforts
of similar groups and ultimately make a difference.”
The next meeting of the Economic Justice Team is 6–7:30 p.m., Tuesday, January 23.

	
  
SONKA	
  CHURCH	
  SAFETY	
  WORKSHOP	
  PLANNED	
  FOR	
  JANUARY	
  13	
  AT	
  SHILOH	
  
CHURCH	
  UCC	
  
This workshop is for all interested members and will be held from 9am – 12:00 noon on
Saturday, January 13. The Church is located at 5300 Philadelphia Dr., Dayton. Please let
Pastor Donna know by January 6 if you want to attend. It is free but a donation will
gladly be received to offset the cost of refreshments. Bruce Jamison, Piqua Police Chief,

and Rev. John Pohlman, former assistant police chief in the Cincinnati area, will be
leading the workshop.

	
  

PRAYER	
  CONCERNS	
  
Prayer List— Please include the following people in people in your thoughts and prayers:
Em Finney, Marjorie Roeth, Louanne Stockstill, Phyllis Anderson, Teresa Beltz,
Lawrence and Rita Kroger, Rebecca Daniel, Carl Asher, Elaine Elmore, Baby Carmine
and family, Kimberly Smith, Baby Mackenzie Gibbons, the grandchildren of Sharon
Wilson, Nancy Smith, baby Wade, Erin and Marshall, Scott Wilson.

	
  
	
  

2017	
  CHURCH	
  LEADERS	
  
Council

Board of Trustees

*Caroline Maslowski, Treasurer (18)
Ginny Beamish, President (18)
*Vacant (18)
*Nancy Nadolny, Secretary (19)
Aaron Johnson (19)
Rob Brower (19)
Liz Fessler, Vice President (20)
Deb Hogshead (20)
Vacant (20)

Joyce Swank (20)
*Kim Thorpe (18)
Paul Schaffner (18)
Nevin Fessler (19)
*Rob Brower (19)
Rob Brower - Council Rep.

Ministry & Worship
Ginny Beamish (20)
*Becky Pierce-Chairperson (18)
Barbara Gibbons (18)
*Barb Neer (19)
Liz Fessler - Council Rep.
Barb Bartel (20)

Membership/Outreach
Joyce Huston (17)
Melissa Stanley (18)
Kathy Holt (19)
Joan Meredith (19)
Aaron Johnson - Council Rep.
Jo Ann Kropp (20)

Christian Education
Committee
Joyce Heffelfinger (18)
Traci Kropp (19)
Erin Kaveloski (20)
Vacant (18)
Vacant (20)
Vacant - Council Rep.

Sunday School Teachers
Joyce Heffelfinger
Mike Beamish
Erin Kaveloski

Memorial and Endowment
Nancy Nadolny (20)
Robert Shoemaker (18)
*Carletta Gritzmaker (19)
Pastor: Reverend Donna Morton
Secretary: Barb Owen
Bookkeeper: Barb Owen
Custodian: David Reed
Organist: Ginny Beamish
Chancel Choir Director: Becky Pierce
Children's Choir Director: Joyce Swank
Head Usher: Mike Beamish
Nursery Workers: Erin Kaveloski
Sound Technician: Marshall Reynolds
Communion Elements: Joyce Heffelfinger, Jennifer Lucas, Noah Lucas
Lay Visitation Ministers: Matt and Becky Pierce and Liz McClure, Mike and Ginny Beamish,
Caroline Maslowski and Ruth Simpson, Nancy Smith and Beulah Bowers, Nevin and Liz Fessler.

