DECEMBER	
  2017	
  

MONTH	
  AT	
  A	
  GLANCE	
  
Tuesdays	
  
Partners in Hope
	
  
Thursdays	
  
Choir practice
	
  
Special	
  Events	
  
•

Tree Lighting (preceded by soup, salad, and crafts), Sunday, 5 p.m., Dec. 3

•

Congregational Budget Meeting, following worship, Sunday, Dec. 10

•

Advent Book Study, noon, Wednesdays, beginning Dec. 6

•

Christmas Eve Services, 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Dec. 24

	
  
Committee	
  Meetings	
  
•

Ministry and Worship, 10 a.m., Dec. 13

•

Church Council, 7 p.m., Dec. 18

	
  
Fellowship	
  Groups	
  
Women’s Fellowship, 1:30 p.m., Dec. 13

	
  

PASTOR’S	
  CORNER	
  
Advent blessings and greetings,
This Sunday we will be celebrating the first Sunday of Advent.
As we journey through this season, we will begin with our annual tree lighting and craft
night on Sunday, Dec. 3. Then at noon on Wednesday, Dec. 6, we will begin our Advent
book study, “Faithful,” by Adam Hamilton. Everyone is encouraged to bring their own
lunch, so we can fellowship and learn together.
Our worship will also reflect what it means to be a faithful Christian. Thematic sermons
will explore keeping our faith in a troubled world. I would encourage everyone to join us
for these uplifting and sometimes challenging sermons as we learn and worship together
to become more intentionally faithful than we have been.
Christmas Eve falls on Sunday this year, so we will be having two services—one at 10:30
a.m. and one at 6:30 p.m. We would love to see many of you at either service, or both,
celebrating this exciting time of year. I pray that you will find peace and grace in this
season of Advent.
May the peace of the Lord be with you and yours,
Pastor Donna

	
  
FROM	
  THE	
  COUNCIL	
  PRESIDENT	
  
Thank you to all who worked on preparing the Parish Hall for habitation. There are still a
couple details that need attention, but Pastor Donna and her family are now calling the
Parish House home.
Although we have been able to use the funds in the Endowment fund to pay for both the
Parish House renovations and the stucco project, we are extremely slow in repaying the
loans we have extended to ourselves. Not to mention the fact that our weekly offerings
are barely covering our expenses. At every Council meeting we discuss this problem at
length. When there is an imbalance between our income and our expenses, there are only
two choices—increase the income or decrease the expenses. We have cut our expenses
down about as far as we can, and there doesn’t seem to be any increase in our income.
Please share any solutions you can think of with any of our current Council members.
As we look toward the coming year, Council has scheduled our annual congregational
budget meeting for Dec. 10, immediately after worship. Copies of the proposed budget
are available in the Narthex. Please plan to stay and offer your opinions and your support
to any decisions that are made.

It is also time to replace on Council and committees those faithful servants whose terms
will expire in January. If you have always wanted to serve on a committee, please let one
of your Council members know. And if we ask you to consider service to St. John’s in
one of these capacities, please don’t hesitate to agree!
As we look toward the Advent season and the approaching specialness of the Christmas
story, I extend to all of you, on behalf of Council, blessings and best wishes to you and
your families!
Ginny Beamish
Council President

COUNCIL	
  HIGHLIGHTS	
  
Council met for our regular meeting on Monday, Nov. 20. Highlights from the meeting
included the following:
•

We are still looking for a commercial dishwasher for the church kitchen.

•

We are reviewing the Guidelines for the Prevention of Child Abuse for formal
adoption by the church.

•

We are looking at having a plan for responding to active shooter incidents, which
might include consultation with local law enforcements and might involve taking
a public stand promoting common sense legislation that will help reduce gun
violence.

•

We have hammered out a proposed budget for 2018, which will be discussed at
the congregational meeting on Sunday, Dec. 10, right after worship.

STEWARDSHIP,	
  FINANCE,	
  AND	
  MISSION	
  
Date	
  
Nov.	
  5	
  
Nov.	
  12	
  
Nov.	
  19	
  
Nov.	
  26	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Total	
  for	
  
Month:	
  

Offering	
  
Collected	
   	
  
$981	
  
$1,639	
  
$2,558	
  
$827	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Number	
  in	
  
Attendance	
  
26	
  
24	
  
36	
  
29	
  

$6,005.00	
  	
  

Average	
  for	
  
Month:	
  

29	
  

ADVENT	
  BOOK	
  STUDY	
  and brown bag lunch begins at noon, December 6. We will be
studying “Faithful Joseph” by Adam Hamilton. Please see signup sheet in the Church
Office.

THE	
  PARTNERS	
  IN	
  HOPE	
  CHRISTMAS	
  PROGRAM	
  NEEDS	
  COOKIES!	
  	
  	
  
The cookies will be served in the reception areas for parents and an additional dozen will
be sent home as holiday treats for the entire family. This year’s shop is December 19 and
20. They are asking each church to donate 15 dozen cookies. Please deliver the cookies
to the First Lutheran Church on Monday, Dec. 18 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or Tuesday, Dec.
19 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

MEMBERSHIP/OUTREACH	
  
In the month of December, a barrel and poster will be placed in the Narthex for donations
of non-perishable canned and boxed food items, household paper products or monetary
donations. After December, your donations will be delivered to the Richards Chapel Food
Bank.

WOMEN’S	
  FELLOWSHIP	
  
The November meeting of Fellowship Circle started at Upper Valley Career Training
Center restaurant. If you haven’t had lunch there, you don’t know what you are missing.
Following lunch we met at the church for a business meeting and craft session. Next
meeting of the Fellowship Circle will be held at Betty Schaffner’s home at 847
Maplecrest at 1:30 p.m. on Dec. 13. There will be a COOKIE EXCHANGE. If you plan
to participate, bring 3 dozen cookies to share. Also bring a wrapped “White Elephant”
gift and a used item for an auction to benefit FISH.

COMMUNICATIONS	
  AND	
  PLANNING	
  
To help us become more intentional in our communications and planning, Church
Council requests that committees and individuals complete and submit a RACI matrix
when seeking a response to an issue or approval of an activity or policy. (The acronym
RACI stands for Responsible, Accountable, Consulted, and Informed.) Completing a
RACI matrix helps remind us there are multiple groups of people who need to be
involved one way or another with an issue, an activity, or a policy. Involving more than
one person or group helps build consensus, generate excitement, and create a sense of
ownership among members of the congregation. Where do we get a RACI matrix? From
the RACI Matrix file on the corkboard wall outside the church office or from the church
website: http://stjohnsucctroyohio.org/communications-and-planning/.

ADVOCATE	
  FOR	
  ECONOMIC	
  JUSTICE:	
  	
  
PAUL	
  SCHAFFNER	
  
The Economic Justice Team recognizes Paul
Schaffner for his work in economic justice.
Paul has been involved with the team since its
inception and has led the team throughout 2017. Paul has been tenacious in helping us
explore the ins and outs of recycling, the pros and cons of Issue 2 (the Drug Price Relief
Act on the November 2017 ballot), and the impact of technology on employment
opportunities.
When asked why he got involved with the team, Paul said corporate profits tend to
outweigh human needs these days. 	
  
“Human needs should be No. 1,” Paul said. “There’s a lot of ways to pay for it, especially
in this country. And there should be a lot less worry. When people go through life,
they’re supposed to be happy, not worrying about what the future holds.”
Paul noted that Issue 2 was an example of corporate profitability at the expense of human
needs. Regarding Issue 2, Paul said, “It might not have been the best way to address that
problem, but then it would’ve been a start.”
Paul’s interest in recycling stems from his awareness of Earth’s limited amount of land.
“We only have a limited amount of land,” he said. “I’m sure we’re not going to use up all
the land for landfills, but there’s a future to worry about for our kids and grandkids. I
think it’s smart to reuse everything we can. ”
Other members of the team who have been active since its inception are Caroline
Maslowski, Joyce Swank, and Deb Hogshead.
It has been Paul’s special desire to make sure everyone knows they are welcome to attend
team meetings.

MEMBERSHIP	
  AND	
  OUTREACH	
  SWEAT	
  SUITS
Thank you for selecting your special Head Start child to receive a new sweat suit.
Purchased sweat suits should be wrapped as Christmas presents with the cutouts securely
taped on the top of the package. Wrapped packages should be brought to the Church no
later than Dec.10 and placed under the Christmas tree.

	
  

PRAYER	
  CONCERNS	
  
	
  
Please include the following people in people in your thoughts and prayers: Em Finney,
Marjorie Roeth, Louanne Stockstill, Phyllis Anderson, Teresa Beltz, Lawrence and Rita
Kroger, the Lytle family, Rebecca Daniel, Carl Asher, Elaine Elmore, Baby Carmine and
family, Kimberly Smith, Baby Mackenzie Gibbons, Sharon Wilson’s grandchildren, Liz
Fessler, Pastor Donna and Erin, and Nancy Smith.

	
  

2017	
  CHURCH	
  LEADERS	
  
Council

Board of Trustees

Ginny Beamish, Pres. (18)
Caroline Maslowski, Treas. (18)
Vacant (18)
*Nancy Nadolny, Sec. (19)
Aaron Johnson (19)
Rob Brower (19)
Liz Fessler, Vice Pres. (20)
Deb Hogshead (20)
Vacant (20)

Kim Thorpe (18)
Paul Schaffner (18)
Nevin Fessler (19)
Joyce Swank (20)
Rob Brower, Council Rep

Ministry & Worship
Becky Pierce, Chair (18)
Barbara Gibbons (18)
Barb Neer (19)
Barb Bartel (20)
Ginny Beamish, Council Rep.

Membership/Outreach

Christian Education
Committee
Vacant (18)
Vacant (18)
Vacant (19)
Erin Kaveloski (20)
Vacant (20)

Sunday School Teachers
Mike Beamish

Melissa Stanley (18)
Kathy Holt (19)
Joan Meredith (19)
Jo Ann Kropp (20)
Joyce Huston (20)
Liz Fessler - Council Rep.

Memorial and Endowment
Robert Shoemaker (18)
Carletta Gritzmaker (19)
Nancy Nadolny (20)
Pastor: Reverend Donna Morton
Secretary: Barb Owen
Bookkeeper: Barb Owen
Custodian: David Reed
Organist: Ginny Beamish
Chancel Choir Director: Becky Pierce
Children's Choir Director: Joyce Swank
Head Usher: Mike Beamish
Nursery Workers: Erin Kaveloski
Sound Technician: Marshall Reynolds
Communion Elements: Joyce Heffelfinger, Jennifer Lucas, Noah Lucas
Lay Visitation Ministers: Matt and Becky Pierce and Liz McClure, Mike and Ginny Beamish,
Caroline Maslowski and Ruth Simpson, Nancy Smith and Beulah Bowers, Nevin and Liz Fessler.

