NOVEMBER	
  2017	
  

MONTH	
  AT	
  A	
  GLANCE	
  
Special	
  Events	
  This	
  Month	
  
• Rummage Sale: 4 to 8 p.m., November 2; 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., November 3; and 9 a.m. to
noon, November 4
• Baby shower for Erin Kaveloski, right after Sunday service, November 12. Everyone
is welcome.
• Thanksgiving Dinner, right after Sunday service, November 19. Everyone is
welcome.
• Thanksgiving Holiday, November 23 and 24 (The church office is closed.)
Tuesdays	
  
Partners in Hope, 6 p.m. (Dinner begins at 5:30 p.m.)
Thursdays	
  
• Twisted Stitchers, 10 a.m., except November 23
• Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m., except November 16 and 23
Committee	
  Meetings	
  
• Ministry and Worship, 10 a.m., November 8
• Church Council, 7 p.m., November 15
• Economic Justice Team, 6:30 p.m., November 28
Fellowship	
  Groups	
  
• Women’s Fellowship, 11 a.m., November 8
• Genesis Tea, 2:15 p.m., November 10
• Singles, noon, November 27
Coming	
  in	
  December	
  
• Sweat suits for Head Start children due by December 10. (See more information
inside.)
• Partners in Hope needs cookies for their annual Christmas Party on December 19 and
20. (See more information inside.)

	
  

PASTOR’S	
  CORNER	
  
Greetings,
The holiday season is fast approaching. It seems like time speeds up after
Halloween. I am happy to announce that we have moved into the Parish House. Things
are still in boxes, but my family and I are very grateful to be there. I want to thank
everyone who gave of their time and resources to make it possible for us to live there.
November is shaping up to be a busy month here at St. John’s. We begin the
month with our Rummage Sale, and it is going to be a big one. We have received so
many wonderful donations. If you can think of it, we probably have it. So, come on by
and check it out. Bring a friend or two. The more the merrier.
On November 12, right after church, is the baby shower for my daughter Erin.
Everyone is invited. She is expecting a little boy. This will be my first grandchild, and
this grandma is very excited. I hope you will join us for the church service and the
shower.
Memorial Sunday will be celebrated on November 26. We will be ringing the
bells and lighting the candles to honor those who have gone before us. As always, this
will be a beautiful and meaningful service.
Finally, I am trying to catch up on my home visits. If you or a loved one would
like a pastoral visit, please contact the church office, and Barb will get the message to
me, and I will be happy to call you back and arrange a time for a visit. I am always
available for any pastoral emergencies. You just need to call my cell phone, which is
937-432-8822. If you have someone you would like to add to our weekly prayer list,
please call the church, and we will make sure your prayer request is met.
Blessings and prayers,
Pastor Donna

	
  
	
  

FROM	
  THE	
  COUNCIL	
  PRESIDENT	
  
Thank you to all who worked on preparing the Parish House for habitation. There are
still a couple details that need attention, but Pastor Donna and her family are now calling
the Parish House home.
Although we have been able to use the funds in the Endowment fund to pay for both the
Parish House renovations and the stucco project, we are extremely slow in repaying the
loans we have extended to ourselves. Not to mention the fact that our weekly offerings
are barely covering our expenses. At every Council meeting we discuss this problem at
length. When there is an imbalance between our income and our expenses, there are only
two choices—increase the income or decrease the expenses. We have cut our expenses
down about as far as we can, and there doesn’t seem to be any increase in our income.
Please share any solutions you can think of with any of our current Council members.
As we look toward the coming year, Council has scheduled our annual congregational
budget meeting for December 10, immediately after worship. Please plan to stay and
offer your opinions and your support to any decisions that are made.
It is also time to replace on Council and committees those faithful servants whose terms
will expire in January. If you have always wanted to serve on a committee, please let one
of your Council members know. And if we ask you to consider service to St. John’s in
one of these capacities, please don’t hesitate to agree!
St. John’s is our church, and any of us are welcome to worship regularly, attend
meetings, or gather for any reason. But PLEASE be good stewards and make sure to turn
off all the lights and make sure all the doors are locked when you are ready to leave.
Thanks!
Blessings to all of you!
Ginny Beamish
Council President

	
  

COUNCIL	
  HIGHLIGHTS	
  
Expenses were $4,201 over income for the month of September.
Our new copier was delivered October 18 and it is wireless. Pastor Donna is working on
a report of the summer arts/music program for SONKA. She continues to work with
Partners in Hope and is inviting committee members and church members to participate
in their meal, 5:30 on Tuesdays.
Lauren Karch speaks at our church at 6:30 p.m., October 24, on “The Impact of Recycling in Miami County and Beyond.”
Membership/Outreach has planned a baby shower for Erin November 12 after the
worship service. They also wish to distribute a 2018 church picnic survey for church
member’s participation.
The flooring still needs to be installed in an upstairs bedroom in the Parish House. The
painting is not yet completed. Pictures need to be taken of the “finished product” and all
things should be completed by November 1. The Parish House lot has been re-plotted as
part of our church lot.
The old copier, old Sunday School computers and games, and the two tables and chairs
for small children will be placed in the Rummage Sale.
Council worked on the 2018 budget and will fine-tune it at the November Council
meeting.
Women’s Fellowship gave the church a $1,000 check, and an anonymous donor gave
$5,000—both stated to be used where needed most. Council decided the monies will go
towards the new flooring in the Parish House bedroom, wiring and plumbing updates for
a washer and dryer in the Parish House. Any remaining monies will go towards
acquiring a commercial dishwasher for the church kitchen (as the old one is “history”).

	
  
STEWARDSHIP,	
  FINANCE,	
  AND	
  MISSION	
  
Date	
  
October	
  1	
  
October	
  8	
  
October	
  15	
  
October	
  22	
  
October	
  29	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Total	
  for	
  
Month:	
  

Offering	
  
Collected	
   	
  
$1,855.00	
  
$2,534.00	
  
$988.00	
  
$7,095.00	
  
$5,734.00	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Average	
  for	
  
$18,206.00	
  
Month:	
  

Number	
  in	
  
Attendance	
  
48	
  
33	
  
22	
  
22	
  
32	
  
31	
  

PARTNERS	
  IN	
  HOPE	
  CHRISTMAS	
  PROGRAM	
  	
  
The Partners in Hope Christmas Program is in need of cookies! The cookies will be
served in the reception areas for parents and an additional dozen will be sent home as
holiday treats for the entire family. This year’s shop is December 19th and 20th. They
are asking each church to donate 15 dozen cookies. Please deliver the cookies to the First
Lutheran Church on Monday, December 18 from 9:00-1:00 or Tuesday, December 19
from 9:00 –1:00.

MEMBERSHIP	
  AND	
  OUTREACH	
  SWEAT	
  SUITS	
  
T’is the season to be thinking about the holidays again.
Paper cut outs for sweat suits to be given to Miami County Home Base Head Start
children and siblings will be placed on the pew ends Nov. 12–Dec. 10. The information
will include blue for boys and pink for girls with the name, age and size of the child.
Finished sweat suits are to be wrapped as a Christmas present with the cut out securely
taped on the top of the package.
Packages may be brought to the Church between Nov. 12 and Dec.10 and placed behind
the organ or under the Christmas tree (after it is put up).
Also, a rectangle tag is placed on the yarn with the child’s name and a space for your
name. Please fill out the tag and place it in the Christmas basket provided in the Narthex.
This is very important.

MEMBERSHIP/OUTREACH	
  	
  
Membership/Outreach is having a baby shower for Erin Kaveloski after church on
November 12. Erin is registered at Wal-Mart. Refreshments will be
served. Everyone is invited.

REMINDER:	
  THE	
  OFFICE	
  WILL	
  BE	
  CLOSED	
  THE	
  FRIDAY	
  AFTER	
  THANKSGIVING	
  AS	
  
WELL	
  AS	
  THANKSGIVING	
  DAY.	
  
WOMEN’S	
  FELLOWSHIP	
  
In October sixteen women had a travelogue of Nancy Nadolny’s trip to France. The next
meeting will be November 8, starting with lunch at Upper Valley Career Center. If you
haven’t had lunch there, you will be surprised with how good the food is as well as how
little it costs! We hope you will join us; we will meet at the church at 11:00 am. After
lunch we will reconvene at the church for a business meeting and making crafts. We
hope you join us for good food, good fun and good fellowship.

Thanksgiving Dinner
with your St. John’s Family
Sunday, November 19, 2017
right after worship
Just like your own family Thanksgiving,
everyone will bring something to share, and your own table service.
Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex for attendance and donation intentions.

	
  

PRAYER	
  CONCERNS	
  
	
  
Please include the following people in your thoughts and prayers: Em Finney,
Marjorie Roeth, Louanne Stockstill, Phyllis Anderson, Teresa Beltz, Lawrence
and Rita Kroger, the Lytle family, Rebecca Daniel, Carl Asher, Elaine Elmore,
Baby Carmine and family, Kimberly Smith, Baby Mackenzie Gibbons, Sharon
Wilson and her grandchildren, Logan Wilson, Liz Fessler, Pastor Donna and Erin,
and Nancy Smith.

2017	
  CHURCH	
  LEADERS	
  
Council

Board of Trustees

*Caroline Maslowski, Treasurer (18)
Ginny Beamish, President (18)
*Vacant (18)
*Nancy Nadolny, Secretary (19)
Aaron Johnson (19)
Rob Brower (19)
Liz Fessler, Vice President (20)
Deb Hogshead (20)
Vacant (20)

Joyce Swank (20)
*Kim Thorpe (18)
Paul Schaffner (18)
Nevin Fessler (19)
*Rob Brower (19)
Rob Brower - Council Rep.

Ministry & Worship
Ginny Beamish (20)
*Becky Pierce-Chairperson (18)
Barbara Gibbons (18)
*Barb Neer (19)
Liz Fessler - Council Rep.
Barb Bartel (20)

Membership/Outreach
Joyce Huston (17)
Melissa Stanley (18)
Kathy Holt (19)
Joan Meredith (19)
Aaron Johnson - Council Rep.
Jo Ann Kropp (20)

Christian Education
Committee
Joyce Heffelfinger (18)
Traci Kropp (19)
Erin Kaveloski (20)
Vacant (18)
Vacant (20)
Vacant - Council Rep.

Sunday School Teachers
Joyce Heffelfinger
Mike Beamish
Erin Kaveloski

Memorial and Endowment
Nancy Nadolny (20)
Robert Shoemaker (18)
*Carletta Gritzmaker (19)
Pastor: Reverend Donna Morton
Secretary: Barb Owen
Bookkeeper: Barb Owen
Custodian: David Reed
Organist: Ginny Beamish
Chancel Choir Director: Becky Pierce
Children's Choir Director: Joyce Swank
Head Usher: Mike Beamish
Nursery Workers: Erin Kaveloski
Sound Technician: Marshall Reynolds
Communion Elements: Joyce Heffelfinger, Jennifer Lucas, Noah Lucas
Lay Visitation Ministers: Matt and Becky Pierce and Liz McClure, Mike and Ginny Beamish,
Caroline Maslowski and Ruth Simpson, Nancy Smith and Beulah Bowers, Nevin and Liz Fessler.

	
  

