
 
 

AUGUST	  2017	  



MONTH	  AT	  A	  GLANCE	  
 

Special	  Events	  
• Now through August 10, Summer Arts and Music Program. For details, see 

our Facebook page. 
• Saturday, August 26, 3-7 p.m., Annual Church Picnic. We will gather at 3 at the 

Nashville UCC picnic grounds near West Milton. A brief worship service will begin 
at 3:30. Food and bingo will follow at 4. Please bring a dish to share and a lawn chair. 
The Membership/Outreach Committee will provide table service. A good-will 
offering will be collected and donated to charity. 

Weekly	  Events	  
• Mondays, 7 to 8 p.m., Lifetree Café Bible Study 
• Tuesdays, 6 to 8 p.m., Partners in Hope 

Fellowship	  and	  Committee	  Meetings	  
• Wednesday, August 9, 1 p.m., Women’s Fellowship with Becky Pierce presenting on 

the Troy Park System 
• Wednesday, August 16, 7 p.m., Church Council 
• Wednesday, August 23, 6:30 p.m., Economic Justice Team 
 	  



PASTOR’S	  CORNER	  
	  
Blessings, 
 
It is a busy time here at the church. Our summer arts and music program continues to be a 
huge success. We even made the front page of the Troy Daily News. Just as summer is 
winding down, so is our program. We have about a week and half till it will be done. I 
already have parents asking if we will be continuing this program or having it again next 
summer. There is still time to volunteer for this program that ends August 10. I want to 
thank all the volunteers and all of you for putting up with the messiness and the craziness 
that 12-25 children bring to our church. It has been an amazing gift we have been able to 
give to these children and their families. 
 
I will be taking some vacation time later in August to recover from this busy summer 
before we begin our fall schedule. I am hoping to keep the momentum flowing as we 
begin our fall schedule with Homecoming Sunday in September. There is much work to 
be done as we continue to work together to increase attendance and welcome new people. 
We have two families from Partners in Hope joining our congregation to work on their 
spiritual and religious development. We are truly blessed that these folks have chosen to 
call our church home. God is working in our church and in the lives of others.  Let us 
rejoice and be glad. 
 
Prayers, 
Pastor Donna 

 

FROM	  THE	  COUNCIL	  PRESIDENT	  
 
Although progress has slowed on the work on the Parish House, painting and installing 
new flooring are next on the agenda.  Again I ask you to please be positive in your 
response when the call goes out for volunteer labor.  We will definitely need painters and 
floor installers, and probably lots of other talented helpers. 
 
Although we have able been to use the funds in the Endowment fund to pay for both this 
update and the stucco project, we are extremely slow in repaying the loans we have 
extended to ourselves.  Not to mention the fact that our weekly offerings are barely 
covering our expenses.  At our last Council meeting we discussed this problem at length.  
When there is an imbalance between our income and our expenses, there are only two 
choices—increase the income or decrease the expenses.  We have cut our expenses down 
about as far as we can, and there doesn’t seem to be any increase in our income.  Please 
share any solutions you can think of with any of our current Council members. 
 
After consulting with the Ministry and Worship Committee and the Pastoral Relations 
Committee, Council voted to extend Rev. Donna’s designated pastorate for one more 



year.  This will be a year of growth for all of us as together we ascertain the path ahead 
for St. John’s.  Please include our church in your daily prayers. 
 
Blessings to all of you! 
 
Ginny Beamish 
Council President 
 

COUNCIL	  HIGHLIGHTS	  
 
Council would like a more detailed Treasurer’s report.  Questions arose – who approves 
requests for payment?  What’s the bank service fee? Do we really need a credit card?  
ETC. 
 
Economic Justice Team distributed copies of their local Emergency Resources flyer 
throughout the church and on line.  They plan an educational project this fall.  The team 
will develop a generic plan for recyclable refuse responsibilities. 
 
Membership/Outreach submitted their 2018 budget.  They wish to provide the Reives a 
gift for their years of service at the Annual Picnic. 
 
Ministry Worship suggests the bulletin be done in black ink to save money. Also they 
would like a line drawing of the church on the front. 
 
Pastoral Relations will meet with Rev. Donna and both will set goals. 
 
Council told trustees to purchase semi-gloss off white for all rooms inside the Parish 
House.*  Trustees will ask Polley’s for an estimate to install linoleum on all floors in the 
Parish house. The trustees will check for a possible washer/dryer hookup.  They got an 
estimate form Smithy’s of Piqua for $120 to change the locks on the church doors 
 
*This has been amended, and Rev. Donna has chosen some pastel colors of paint for the 
Parish House walls. 
 
 	  



STEWARDSHIP,	  FINANCE,	  AND	  MISSION	  
 

Date	   	  
Offering	  
Collected	   	  

Number	  in	  
Attendance	  

July	  2	   	   $1,574.00	   	   28	  
July	  9	   	   $2,166.15	   	   36	  
July	  16	   	   $2,230.00	   	   32	  
July	  23	   	   $1,505.53	   	   26	  
July	  30	   	   $2,177.00	   	   34	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Total	  for	  
Month:	   	  $9,652.68	  

Average	  for	  
Month:	   31	  

 
 

BACK	  TO	  SCHOOL	  POOL	  PARTY	  
 
The church will sponsor a “Back to School Pool Party” for our Sunday School children 
and their friends on Saturday, August 12, 1to 3 p.m. at the City pool. Children are 
responsible for their entry fee. For any questions call Pat Robinson at 405-7375. 
 

CHURCH	  PICNIC	  
 
Come join us on Saturday, August 26, 2017 from 3 to 7 p.m. for the annual picnic at 
Nashville UCC picnic area near West Milton. 
 
  3 p.m., Meet 
 
  3:30 p.m., Worship service 
 
  4 p.m., Food served, followed by Bingo 
 
Please bring a dish to share and lawn chairs. The committee will provide table settings. A 
good-will donation will be collected and donated to a designated organization to be 
announced. Any questions, please contact Membership/Outreach Committee. 
 
Thank you. 
 
P.S. There will be church on Sunday. 
 
 	  



MUSIC	  AND	  ARTS	  PROGRAM	  
 
There are just two sessions left of the five-session Summer Arts and Music program led 
by Rev Donna for children 4 to16. The children have had an exciting opportunity.  
 
They have been given access to orchestra and band instruments during the month-long 
program as well as a chance to try several visual art mediums and drama. Several church 
members have also have provided lunch.  
 
 

WOMEN’S	  FELLOWSHIP	  
 
Ten of us met in July for an interesting discussion on nutrition and a demonstration of 
cardio drumming. We will meet next on August 9 at 1 p.m. for a talk by Becky Pierce 
about the Troy Park System. All women are encouraged to attend and hear more about 
our park system. 
 

NEWS	  FROM	  PARTNERS	  IN	  HOPE	  
 
Hello, I am reaching out to you all in hope that some of you may be able to do some 
meals during September, October and November. But before I give you the dates, let me 
share some updates on our Partners Families as we have had two more individuals move 
closer to stability. Angel Allen has come a long way as she is officially off of government 
assistance and is hired into Hobart ITW and is now insured by Blue Cross Blue Shield.  
Her next goal is a Habitat for Humanity house and continued weight loss. Shauna Starner 
is another amazing lady.  As she gains more of a future view, she has decided that 
prevention is key to a stable future. Her decision for weight loss surgery has left her 155 
pounds lighter and she has successfully paid back her much-needed loan and $1,069.  
Two of our Partner families have also been going to St. John’s church regularly on 
Sundays as they build their spiritual journey as well. Again, Partners in Hope could not 
do this without your amazing hearts to give! The dates we are looking to fill are as 
follows: August 29; September 12 and 26; October 3, 17, 31; and November 7, 14, and 
21. The education classes that will be offered are: Getting Ahead in the Work Place, 
Staying Ahead (They will be doing Alpha spiritual training),  and Finance class (TBD).  
 
God Bless,  
 
Sonia Holycross  
 

HOPE	  OVER	  HEROIN	  
 
Miami County Churches are uniting…join their efforts…your help is needed!  Friday, 
August 11, 7 p.m. and Saturday, August 12, 4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m., Mote Park, Piqua. 
 



This faith-based event is being coordinated by the churches in Miami County to bring 
hope, support and recovery opportunities to individuals and families who are dealing with 
the addictions that are devastating our communities. Help is needed. Make a difference. 
Please join the effort. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  

PRAYER	  CONCERNS	  
 
Please include the following people in your prayers and thoughts: Em Finney, Marjorie 
Roeth, Louanne Stockstill, Phyllis Anderson, Teresa Beltz (friend of Melissa Stanley), 
Lawrence and Rita Kroger, Glenn and Carol Lytle, Robert Flora (Nancy Nadolny’s 
brother with AML), the Friend Family, Rebecca Daniel (friend of Carolann Stanley who 
was severely injured in automobile accident), Carl Asher, Elaine Elmore, Alisa Thomas, 
Barb Bartel, Angela White and family, Amy Lucas, Baby Carmine and family, Vicky 
Maslowski, the family of Jim Jeffryes. 

	  
 	  



2017	  CHURCH	  LEADERS	  
 

Council 
*Caroline Maslowski, Treasurer (18) 
*Patricia Robinson, (18) 
Ginny Beamish, President (18) 
*Nancy Nadolny, Secretary (19) 
Aaron Johnson (19) 
Rob Brower (19) 
Liz Fessler (20) Vice President  
Deb Hogshead (20) 
Vacant (20) 
Ministry & Worship 
Ginny Beamish (20) 
*Becky Pierce-Chairperson (18) 
Barbara Gibbons (18) 
*Barb Neer (19) 
Liz Fessler - Council Rep. 
Barb Bartel (20) 
Membership/Outreach 
Joyce Huston (17) 
Melissa Stanley (18) 
Kathy Holt (19) 
Joan Meredith (19) 
Aaron Johnson - Council Rep. 
Jo Ann Kropp (20) 
Memorial and Endowment 
Nancy Nadolny (20) 
Robert Shoemaker (18) 
*Carletta Gritzmaker (19) 
 

Board of Trustees 
Joyce Swank (20), Secretary (17) 
*Kim Thorpe (18) 
Paul Schaffner (18) 
Nevin Fessler (19) 
*Rob Brower (19) 
Rob Brower - Council Rep. 
 
 
Christian Education 
Committee 
Amy Lucas (18) 
Joyce Heffelfinger (18) 
Traci Kropp (19) 
Patricia Robinson - Council Rep. 
Erin Kaveloski (20) 
Vacant (20) 
     
Sunday School Teachers 
 Amy Lucas 
 Patricia Robinson 
 Joyce Heffelfinger 
 Mike Beamish 
 Erin Kaveloski  

 
Pastor:  Reverend Donna Morton 

Secretary:  Barb Owen 
Bookkeeper: Barb Owen 
Custodian:  Roger Hale 

Organist:  Ginny Beamish 
Chancel Choir Director:  Becky Pierce 

Children's Choir Director:  Joyce Swank 
Head Usher:  Mike Beamish 

Nursery Workers: Erin Kaveloski and Mickie Rowe 
Sound Technician: David Robinson 

Communion Elements:  Joyce Heffelfinger, Jennifer Lucas, Noah Lucas  
Lay Visitation Ministers: Matt and Becky Pierce and Liz McClure, Mike and Ginny Beamish, 

Caroline Maslowski and Ruth Simpson, Nancy Smith and Beulah Bowers, Nevin and Liz Fessler. 
 
 
 
 
 


