
 
 

July	  2017	  



MONTH	  AT	  A	  GLANCE	  
 

Every	  Monday	  
Lifetree Café from 7 to 8 p.m. 

Special	  Event	  
Summer Arts and Music Program, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., July 10 through August 10 

Committee	  Meetings	  
Membership/Outreach, 10 a.m., July 13 
Church Council, 7 p.m., July 19 

Fellowship	  Groups	  
Women’s Fellowship, presentation on cardio drumming, 1 p.m., July 12 
Partners in Hope meets July 18 and 25 

Outreach	  
Genesis Tea, 2 p.m., July 14 

Coming	  Next	  Month	  	  
Church Picnic, 3 to 7 p.m., August 26 

	  
 	  



PASTOR’S	  CORNER	  
 
Blessings, 
 
Can you believe it is the middle of the summer season already? Time just seems to fly no 
matter what season it is. We spend so much of our time looking forward to summer, 
planning our vacations, counting down till the kids are out of school, waiting for the work 
day to end, just rushing our lives. This month the Gospel reading for July 9, which comes 
from Matthew 11:25–30, reminds us we need to slow down and rest, lay our burdens at 
the cross, give them over to God. As we move into the final months of summer, I 
encourage you to take this advice. Lay your burdens down, rest for a while. Spend a 
morning soaking up the warmth of the sunshine, or an evening gazing up at the stars, and 
just breathe. Life is too short. Why make it seem shorter by rushing through it waiting for 
your next moment to rest? 
 
Prayers for peace and rest, 
 
Pastor Donna 
 

 
 

FROM	  THE	  COUNCIL	  PRESIDENT	  
 
A-Abel has been on the job, and the electricity and plumbing have been updated in the 
Parish House.  Robert Brower, Nevin Fessler, and Rev. Donna are now the committee of 
facilitators who will oversee the next steps of this refurbishing project.  Please be positive 
in your response when the call goes out for volunteer labor.  We will definitely need 
painters and floor installers, and probably lots of other talented helpers. 
 
Although we have been able to use the funds in the Endowment fund to pay for both this 
update and the stucco project, we are extremely slow in repaying the loans we have 
extended to ourselves.  Not to mention the fact that our weekly offerings are barely 
covering our expenses.  At our last Council meeting we discussed this problem at length.  
When there is an imbalance between our income and our expenses, there are only two 
choices—increase the income or decrease the expenses.  We have cut our expenses down 



about as far as we can, and there doesn’t seem to be any increase in our income.  Please 
share any solutions you can think of with any of our current Council members. 
 
In closing, I repeat the wisdom that Rev. Carl Asher shared with us at our last 
congregational meeting.  He reminded us of the importance of tithing, and challenged all 
of us to give it a try.  Carl shared with me that he has never heard of even ONE person 
who tithed who did not have sufficient resources on which to live.  Perhaps this is the 
time for all of us to accept Carl’s challenge, if we are not already tithing, if only for a 
short trial period, say a month or three.  Please consider, carefully and prayerfully. 
 
Good things are happening here at St. John’s.  Take a look! Get involved!  Say a prayer 
of thanks! 
 
Blessings to all of you! 
 
Ginny Beamish 
Council President 
 

COUNCIL	  HIGHLIGHTS	  
 
More continue to sign up for summer “Music/Arts program.” 
 
The Christian Education committee cleaned out and cleaned up the downstairs of the 
Parish House. After Vacation Bible School they will do the second floor. 
 
The Economic Justice group finalized the “Local Emergency Resource” brochure and 
distributed it around Troy. 
 
The annual church picnic is changed and will be held Saturday, August 26. 
 
The Pastoral Relations Committee met with Ministry and Worship Committee to 
establish mutual goals for St. John’s including Rev. Donna and Council. 
 
We have a new custodian, David Reed.  He has been mowing Troy Junior High School 
for 14 years. 
 
There is only $10,000 left in the General Fund and insurance and payroll must come out 
of that. 
 
A Able has finished the electrical and plumbing work on the Parish House.  $9,000 will 
be withdrawn from the Memorial Funds and $5,627 from the Endowment Funds to pay 
A. Able. The property has to be rezoned before anyone can live there.  Rob Brower and 
Nevin Fessler will serve as “foreman/overseers” on the remainder of the project. 
 
Save the date – “September 16”- for Tour de Donut.   



STEWARDSHIP,	  FINANCE,	  AND	  MISSION	  
 
 

Date	   	  
Offering	  
Collected	   	  

Number	  in	  
Attendance	  

June	  4	   	   $1,929.00          	   	   39	  
June	  11	   	   $2,767.90	   	   *	  	  
June	  18	   	   $10,945.00	   	   42	  
June	  25	   	   $1,066.00	   	   38	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  

Total	  for	  
Month:	   	  $16,707.90	  

Average	  for	  
Month:	   40	  

*No count available. 
 

CHURCH	  PICNIC	  
 
Come join us on Saturday, August 26, 2017 from 3 to 7 p.m. for the annual picnic at 
Nashville UCC picnic area near West Milton. 
 
  3 p.m., Meet 
  3:30 p.m., Worship service 
  4 p.m., Food served, followed by Bingo 
 
Please bring a dish to share and lawn chairs. Table settings will be provided by the 
committee. A good-will donation will be collected and donated to a designated 
organization to be announced. Any questions, please contact Membership/Outreach 
Committee. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Membership/Outreach Committee 
 

SUMMER	  ARTS	  AND	  MUSIC	  PROGRAM	  
 
Rev. Donna will be leading a Summer Arts and Music program here at the Church.  The 
program runs from July 10 to August 10, 10 a.m. till 3 p.m., Monday through Thursday, 
and will give children ages 4 to 16 an exciting opportunity. Lunch will be provided. 
 
The children will have access to orchestra and band instruments during the month-long 
program as well as a chance to try several visual art mediums and drama. The children 
will be taught and supervised by volunteers with arts and music experience as well as 
church and community leaders. 
 



The program is divided into 5 sessions: 
 
  Session 1, July 10-13 
  Session 2, July 17-20 
  Session 3, July 24-27 
  Session 4, July 31 – Aug 3 
  Session 5, Aug. 7 – Aug 10 
 

ECONOMIC	  JUSTICE	  TEAM	  
 
Wendy’s Boycott 
 
Last August the Economic Justice Team gave a mission moment about boycotting 
Wendy’s until they join most fast food restaurants in buying tomatoes from vendors who 
support the efforts of the Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW).  
 
The Ohio Fair Food Program, an ally of the Coalition of Immokalee Workers, is seeking 
counts of the number of people boycotting Wendy’s. These counts will help demonstrate 
the boycott’s impact in communications to Wendy’s CEO and shareholders. 
 
During July, slips will be included in the bulletin for you to place in a marked box in the 
narthex if you and your family have been boycotting Wendy’s.  No names will be 
included, only the number of people your slips represents. 
 
If you are not at worship to use the slips, you can contact Joyce Swank by phone or text 
at 335-8538 or by email at ladybugswank@aol.com to record your count. 
 
The Ohio Fair Food Program also invites supporters to become Fair Food Sustainers. A 
recurring monthly donation of $10 will help the CIW expand its human rights program to 
other regions and other crops. To become a Fair Food Sustainer, go to http://www.ciw-
online.org and follow the link to SUSTAIN FAIR FOOD. 
 
New Recycling Effort 
 
Recyclable plastic cups will soon be available next to the water dispenser in the hallway 
outside the Lifetree Café.  A labeled container will be in place to deposit used cups for 
recycling.  You are encouraged to continue to bring your own washable cups and glasses 
as a first choice. 
 
Bulletin Board 
 
There is a new display on the Economic Justice bulletin board on current Ohio jobs.  
Take a look or pick up a copy of the information from the pocket on the bulletin board. 
 
Joyce Swank 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  

PRAYER	  CONCERNS	  

	  
Please include the following people in your prayers and thoughts: Em Finney, Marjorie 
Roeth, Louanne Stockstill, Phyllis Anderson, Teresa Beltz (friend of Melissa Stanley), 
Lawrence and Rita Kroger, Glenn and Carol Lytle, Jim Jeffryes, Robert Flora (Nancy 
Nadolny’s brother with AML), Beulah Bowers, Rebecca Daniel (friend of Carolann 
Stanley who was severely injured in automobile accident), Carl Asher, Elaine Elmore, 
Alisa Thomas, Barb Bartel, Angela White and Family, Caroline Gillis Family, Amy 
Lucas, Baby Carmine and Family, Vicky Maslowski, the grandchildren of Sharon 
Wilson, and Karen.  



2017	  CHURCH	  LEADERS	  
 

Council 
*Caroline Maslowski, Treasurer (18) 
*Patricia Robinson, (18) 
Ginny Beamish, President (18) 
*Nancy Nadolny, Secretary (19) 
Aaron Johnson (19) 
Rob Brower (19) 
Liz Fessler (20) Vice President  
Deb Hogshead (20) 
Vacant (20) 
Ministry & Worship 
Ginny Beamish (20) 
*Becky Pierce-Chairperson (18) 
Barbara Gibbons (18) 
*Barb Neer (19) 
Liz Fessler - Council Rep. 
Barb Bartel (20) 
Membership/Outreach 
Joyce Huston (17) 
Melissa Stanley (18) 
Kathy Holt (19) 
Joan Meredith (19) 
Aaron Johnson - Council Rep. 
Jo Ann Kropp (20) 
Memorial and Endowment 
Nancy Nadolny (20) 
Robert Shoemaker (18) 
*Carletta Gritzmaker (19) 
 

Board of Trustees 
Joyce Swank (20), Secretary (17) 
*Kim Thorpe (18) 
Paul Schaffner (18) 
Nevin Fessler (19) 
*Rob Brower (19) 
Rob Brower - Council Rep. 
 
 
Christian Education 
Committee 
Amy Lucas (18) 
Joyce Heffelfinger (18) 
Traci Kropp (19) 
Patricia Robinson - Council Rep. 
Erin Kaveloski (20) 
Vacant (20) 
     
Sunday School Teachers 
 Amy Lucas 
 Patricia Robinson 
 Joyce Heffelfinger 
 Mike Beamish 
 Erin Kaveloski  

 
Pastor:  Reverend Donna Morton 

Secretary:  Barb Owen 
Bookkeeper: Barb Owen 
Custodian:  Roger Hale 

Organist:  Ginny Beamish 
Chancel Choir Director:  Becky Pierce 

Children's Choir Director:  Joyce Swank 
Head Usher:  Mike Beamish 

Nursery Workers: Erin Kaveloski and Mickie Rowe 
Sound Technician: David Robinson 

Communion Elements:  Joyce Heffelfinger, Jennifer Lucas, Noah Lucas  
Lay Visitation Ministers: Matt and Becky Pierce and Liz McClure, Mike and Ginny Beamish, 

Caroline Maslowski and Ruth Simpson, Nancy Smith and Beulah Bowers, Nevin and Liz Fessler. 
 
 
 
 
 


